* open from that af 
6 which our Gferus at the firſt Inſticution ? 
» Katbling be. not. Unſurable. 
. nant = the Nature: of hs Lord's/Sui 
no Table Geſture > 
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Whether it be _ to receive the Holy Sa- 
- crament Kneeling ? | 


—— 


He Reſolution of: Pe molt weighty and 'con- 
ſiderable Doubts which may i PER point of Conſci- 
© ence ariſeabout this matter (and Joat preſent | 
much influence the mindsand prattices of many 2 
'Y - honeſt and well Diſſenters) will depend upon 43 

the Reſolution of theſe following Queries. . . be 


x. Whether Kneeling in. the A& of Receiving thz 
Holy Sacrament according to the Law of the Land, 
be not contrary: to ſome expreſs Law of Chriſt obliging 
to the obſervance of a different Poſture 2 


2. Whether Kneeling be not a deviation from that 
example which our Lord ſet us. at” the firſt Inſtituti- 
on 2 


3-. Whether Kneeling be not altogether Unſutable 


: B and 


So 


ay 4 
T3 44 = ; 


which obli T6 ; us to obſerve anot \Geſlre 


For ſatisfa&tion in this Point our cy recourſe 


be to the. Holy Seriprurcs: containel in the 
the New Teſtament, wherein-the whole r-of. Di- 


vine Laws delivered and ena&ted by our Bleſſed Savi- 
our , are colle&ecd-and recorded by the Holy Ghaſt. 
And if there be any Cotnimand there | neern 
ing the uſe of any" particular Geſture in the AQ « of 
eeiving the Lord's Supper we ſhall upon a dififen 
enquiry be ſure to find it. 'But before I give in .my 
Anſwer T readily grant thus much by wa wart 'of - Pre 
face. Whatſoever1s Enjoyned: and appoi 

to be perpetually uſed: by, all Chriſtians thro ho 

Ages wittioutany dlteration; thilt can never þ cullified 
or altered by any Earttily Power or Authority what- 
foever. When -once the*'Supreme Lawpiver and Gover- 
nour of the World .hath any ways f eve rock __ 
red that ſuch and'fuch poſitive Taws* 

ly and unalterably obſerved; then thoſe Las (t 7 hough 
1n- their own- nature and with reſpe& to the ſubj 


matter. 6f them: they” be changeable) muſt” —_— 
in 


Fe” TY ;h , 
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IC prac rep rmagn ig we pleaſe; ci 
g, Kneeling or 'Standing.. And-if the Law of- the See the c Cafe 


, might uſe. an of "4 different 
Geſtr es aig any of av. 


the forementioned 
of.any; Law of God. This perhaps at firſt fight may ſeem 
very.ſkrange and falſe to.many” of our Diſſenting Bre- 
cheen who: have been. taught: to believe otherwie, and 
it-maybe.:( to judge Charitably) their /Teachers'and 
Paſtors: have ins this particular been/impoſed on them- 
ſelves, by the Weitings and,-Aſfertions. of other Men 
whoſe Perſons they have had in great admiration. But 
yet I am fo-+fecure. of + this Truth: that. I challenge 
all the World produce the Chapter and: Verſe where- 
in any. Command is given for-the uſe of any particular 7 
Geſture at the Celebration of the Lord's Supper. That 7 
Popiſh Principle : of belieying as the” Church believes rv” 
and fvalowing all for. Goſpel. which ſhe affirms to be 
' miſchieyous in its.conſequence is not 
fo Popiſh chat: is, ſo ill,” as to pin.our Faith on the Sleeves 
of ——_— Men and relying _ on the word and 


credit 
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Reader to obſerve this Rule : Truſt 

AQts 17. 11. low the 'exar y > of 1e Bereaw loT JQ 
by St. Pal aportthis very account; that"t 

ingenuous ws 2. thr 'the Truth of things, 


' toſearch 


the Scriptures whether theſe things be ſ0- as/I ſay and - 
aſſert. If this courſe were 'get followed it would 
2 go a great way towards the compoſing 


and curing thoſe diviſions that at preſent are on foot 
amongſt us, occaſioned by ſeveral 'Tenets and Opinions 
about matters of Religion. By this means a great, 


which paſs for Divine Oracles and Dotrines, would ap- 
pear to be no other than the whimfſies and inventions 
of Men. With this cautionary advice I might fairly 
diſmiſs this Queſtion as being fully Anſwered and leave: 
all my Readers to diſprove me if they can. 


But becauſe fome may pretend they have not Leiſure, 


F! and others want ' of Skill, and others are not endued 
"bij with Patience —_ to ſearch and examin this matter 
$ | throughly as it ought, I will yield'all the Charitable af- 
'N ſiſtance I am able towards their relief by doing the 


"7/4 work to their hands. My Buſineſs then at preſent is 
this,: to Collett and Preſent to. your view all thoſe places 
which relate to- the Sacrament and are moſt likely to 
inform us what our Lord: by his Inſtitution. and Appoiot- 
} ment hath obliged us: to; - And certaioly-if there be 
f: | £4 any 
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be Vin y wher 7 Dol 's mew wth you 
_ my. Fathers. Sar of ? | 

Is went; ont 1mto the er dy B 

fume pooagſe-jo. the account which St. 

- And « hey they did Eat, Teſus teak Bread, and bleſſed, and War. 
bk it, ave tothemiand ſaid, T, ake, eat, this'is'my” 

os be took the Cup , : (nd when he had given Ver. 
Thotks he gave it to them., ' and they all Drank of it. y.. 
And he faid 'unto them; this is 'my Blood of the New ver. 
Teſtament which is ſhed for many. Verily I fay unto you, Ve. 
1 will Drink no more of the Fruit of the Vine until that 
a that I Drink it "new in the Kingdom of God. And 
when. they had Sung 'a Hymn they. went out into the 
Mount” of Olives. And this is the fum of what Saint 
Mark delivers concerning the Lord's Supper. - Saint 
Luke'with very little variation thus deſcribes the mat- 
ter, 

And. he took Bread, We), gave Thanks, and brake it, and 1 .yxe 22. rgy 
gave unto them, ſaying, This is my Body which is given for | 
you,, this. do in Remembrance of me. Likewiſe alſo the. Ver. 20. 

Cup 


tion of another .Gup.w 
he 1 had bleſſed it, he-faid to. his | 
divide jt among your : ſelves ni 
he would: n« of the Fruit yeh Vin atk 
Kingdom of Ged ſhould come ; which Cup qr ter} | 
fers to the Paſſover .as will appear to any" one who/will 
See Dr. Light- conſult and compare the 15, 16, 17, and. 18 Verſes of 
—Y on Mat. the fore mentioned Chapter ; and is ſuppoſed to. be: 
Howe Heb, & that Cup wherewith- the Jews were ConlecrueFine the 
Talmud. Paſchal Feaſt, which.they Bleſſed or _ 
Form of words : be God. w 
Fruit of i the Vine. And OE our Lerd faith he Sil | 
Drink no more of the Fruit of the Vine, .his meaning 
is, that he would never Celebrate the Feaſt of the Paſſo- 
ver with them any more after that time, but their. next 
Feſtival Meeting ſhould bein Heaven, and this is very 
conſiſtent with our Lord's Drinking another Cup after . 
this, which he Conſecrated to another uſe and ſignifica- 
tion, in the Sacrament, Ver. 20. And this is all the 
light this Divine Writer affords us concerning the: out- 
ward Rites and Ceremonies,. which our Loxd-uſed him- 
ſelf at the Inſtitution of the Sacrament, and eſtabliſhed 
for the uſe of all Chriſtians in all ſucceeding Ages. 
As for St. Fohn, he makes no mention at all of the 
Inſtitution of this Holy Feaſt by our Lord. All that 
can be colleted from his Writings relates to the Paſſover, 
Joh. 13. from Or according, to the Learned Dr, Lightfoot, to what paſt 
der: (2.37- between Chriſt and his Diſciples at a common and or- 
Tal won dinary meal in Bethany, and that for this reaſon among 
and Mat. many others judiciouſly urged by him, becauſe the Dit- 
vcdos ciples thought when our Lord had faid to him, Ver. 27. 
That thou doeſt do quickly , that he had given order to 
Judas who kept the bag, to buy thoſe things that they 
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: S, and that © diſcourſe —_——— 

erſes of that Chapter,were 

| hy -cominon' Supper; "And 
great: ind:and « 


TY 
bf i + 
is 

. 


» 
= 
” 5 


(elpecialt hack as tend-to demonſtrate the Divinity 
CI ICE had: been» omitted by ithe other E- 
| - of the Bieth, Life, Adions 
ITS mS whieh-in. 5 55; 
ape Lord's wt wn anc fins 
fo pper not; at -t 
"when -thoſe myfterious words wete uttered 
_ our 'Saviour. ' ©; 
' Except 'ye- Eat the Fleſb of the Sow of Man,. od Drink Ver. 54- 
his Blood, ye have no life in you. Whoſo Eateth ny Fleſh 
and Drinketh my"Blood hath Eternal lifes and 1 will raiſe 
bim up at the laſt lay. '\Fer my Fleſb:4s meat indeed-and Ve 55: 
my Blood is drink indeed. ; Ht" that: Eateth my Fleſh and Ve 56- 
Drinketh my Blood dwelleth mime and 1 inhim. Now all 
that can 4 inferr'd from thefe-words as they relate to 
this HolyFeaſt is only thus much, that it's highly ne- 
+ celſary forall Chriſtians (who have an OppPorturuty to 
. doit) to partake of the- Lord's Supper as they would: 
partake 1n-the merits of | his Sacrifice and the Efficacy 
of:-his' Death and his Sufferings and that none but ſuch 
as:do receive the tokens and ſigns of his Body broken, 
and Blood ſhed for their Sins, ſhall be owned and rewar- 
ded /byhim-/as his Friends. ' Theſe are all the places 
that we-meet-with- in the Goſpel ; let us now fee what 
isdelivered in the 4s and other Writings of the As * 


poſtles and Divinely inſpired Authors. Among ll their: 
ritings- 
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2 _ of the Hiſtory'bf the Sacrament and, ir 
S- and that is'in the x Epif. to the Corinthians, 'T 
_ - where St: : Pau! declares that what hedelivered to them; 
T' he receinad by imitate Revelation fron Cell im: 


nl Ye 23 felf;, viz. That:the Lord Feſus the ſame night in which 
$ V mh he ivas betrayed, *took' Breatd,and when he had groen Thanks 


= he brakt it, and ſaid, Take, Ent, this is my Body which is 
| Ver. 25: broken for you, this do in Remembrance of me. After the 
af fame manner he took the'Cup when be had Supped, np, 
*þ IP this Cup is the New  Teſtament.in my Blood, this do,as'1 

F Ver-25- as ye Drink it, in Remembranie\ of we. For: as often as 
a | ye Eat this Bread and Drink this Cup ye 45" ſhew'(or 
6 1) Cor. 10. 16, pay ye) the Lord's Death till he come. There are fe- - 


"7 Cor. 11. 20. Veral 'other places wherein'the Holy Sacrameat is mgn- 


AM /—at.2. 45. tioned and deſcribed by ſgyeral Names and Titles ſutable | 
; A209. 7- to the nature and ends _of it, which for brevity-ſake ; 
118 - Tomit, and deſire the Reader to Conſult athis' leiſure ; 
Fl, and I would not put him to that trouble, -if they did 
| . » contain any thing that made Kneeling or that 
| | lookt like a command for the uſe of any other Geſtare; 
| \ Let us now look back alittle upon the places foremenri- 
(| | oned and fee what our Lord hath ordained and appointed 
| to be of perpetual uſe in his Church. = 
The Apoſtles and Diſciples of our Lord at the Inſti- k 
"I tation of the Sacrament were the Repreſentatives of the f 
whole Church and are to be conſidered under a double «4 
capacity. Either as Governours and Miniſteysentruſted 
. by Chriſt with the Power of diſpenſing and admini- 3 
ſtring the Sacrament, or as ordinary and/lay Commu- "M 
ll ' _ nicants. þ 2b 0 / uy Is. {4p 
1 It we confider them as Governours and:Stewards of "of 
[ the Myſteries, their. Duty to which they are obliged by '# 
[ tae expreſs command of their Lord is to take the Bread 
znto their Hands, to bleſs and conſecrate it to that 
myſterzous 


- 


and to do all this in Commemoratian-of hi 
wonderful Love in giving ving his Body' tobe broken and 
his Blood to be ſh for the Sins ofthe World. 


'And/what the — — 
Ea 


repugnant to any expreſs roche of our. Lard, be-A enTY'Y 


cauſe : go- Geſture, was: ever: Commanded at all : Ang of an in- | 
this hath been i Confeſſed in writing by Authoe cited 
a great Enemy'to and a great Advocate for by Mr. Pay- 
Sitting, That the Geſture of Sitting-is but a matter of 7 2-48. 
Circumſtance and not expreſly Commanded. 

But the Scorch Miniſters Aſſembled at Perth, afhrm 0bjef. 
that: when our Lord at the Inſtitution Commanded his 
Diſciples to do- this, he did by thofe words Command 
them to uſe that Geſture which he uſed at that time, as 
well as to Take, Eat, Drink, Sc. + The Force of their Mat. 26. 20. 
Argument lyes in this, if it have any.force at all : Our =Iz 
Saviour Satest the Paſſover, as the Scriptures plainly in- 
form us, and it is'to be ſuppoſed he continued in the 
lame- poſture when he inſtituted and: Adminiſtred 
the Sacrament, which was at the cloſe of. the Paſſo- 

om therefore 'Do | this relates to, and includes the 


amongſt other yy. But this is a —_— 


ted) 
ſhift which hs: to. Sink rater thari Sappore eheir 
Poon titer 9107 31 1 v1 63.7; nh 
7 4 "For ce; ir onr Lond tht St when he Admin 
e ent (which we will ſuppoſe at preſenc | 
— no ecaſon in the World bed eomnigt al rr nur? Beg 
that he intended b "thoſe words, /'1o-oblige'es 
_ tO'obſerve his ; ah fiot ſeveral other Cir- 
| *cumiſtarices,” Whictthe' ved at the fare tire. 'Sinee 
Chriſt hath'not reſtrained and i interpreted IE 
Do this, (6 that they ſhould'only ar gt 
did, whn Thould 'we aort think © _ 
all that ke gid-av! > (time as Well 
example,” If theſe”wo aye 
this 3 - lit is, Sit as Chriſt did, 'why. hoc thiviaile 2Do 
ehis, that i is, celebrate the Sacrament in, an. upper'Room, 
DEI  piivare Houſe, late at niphir'or the Evening after 
17, 2 full Supper , + in che Conmpany'of 1x Orts at moſt 


to the cuſtom of thoſe Coumviesand with unleavened 
/ Bread ? There lyeth as yours Obligation upon. all 
Chriſtians to! obſerve all eſeuCireumtances in Imits- 
tion of our Lord by vertue of thefewords, :Do\this; as 
there doth to Sit.So that'this Argurhent violently recoils 
upon thoſe that urge it, and proves-a great deal mort 
than they are willing to have it. It comhadestrongly 
againſt their own PraQtices and the liberty'they'take 
j b- rants wg ſomethings and preſſing! the nec et 
ſervance cars, Wyo a reaſon cs POE 
to all. 


Anſw. 1. But # deſire our Difſenting Brethren (who, may be 
of "the ſame Perſwalion with theſe Sco:o-mufi93o-take 
this: further conſideffttioii; along with them, :welich1 
think" will turn' the-Scales, and make d 
upon Fender Conſciences. and: oblige thym'10 obſerve 


moſt of the other "ere ga which they omit 
rather 


Mar. 14. - 
Luk, = - _ they ey only Me, with yourHeads Covereepaceord- 


4 


,whatithe 

is:d ſhould be -_— an in- 
ble Res of Coneience and that which is plainly and 
evidently ſet down in Scripture ſhould have no force nor - 


be eſteemed: any Rule at all : Theſe are Queſtions, 1 
Kr vas my- capacity, and ſurpaſfing my Skill 
to-reſolve. 

It's. clear. from St. Paw! in the forecited place that Avfiw. 11, 

. . thoſe words of our Lord, Do this, do. reſpe& only the.; c.:. 2. 
Bread; and Wine, which fignify- the: and Blood of 4, 5,6. 27,28. 
Chriſt, and thoſe other an, there ſpecified by him, Ver: 
which are eſſential to the right and due celebration of 
that Holy Feaſt. For when it's faid, Do this in Re- 
membrance- of me, and, 'this dorye as of? as,ye Drink it 
in Remembrance of me ; and: As oft as: ye Eat this 
Bread,, and Drink this Cup, ye do ſhew. the Lords Death 
t;ll be come: ; it's plain that, "Do this, muſt; be reſtrain- 
ed-to- the Sacramental: Actions, there mentioned and 
not extended to the, 'of which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks not a word. Our Lord Inſtituted the Sacra- 
ment'in-Remetnbrance.of his Death and Paſſion, and 
not in Remembrance of his Geſture in — 

Lv: C 2 


(#2) 

&nd' conſequently, Do- this, is a general-Command,; 
ji rtn us ofnly to ſuch Adtions and Rites 
as he had Inftidures, an oy 
im orderto this great end, viz. to- and repreſent 
his Death, and that Bloody Sacrifice he offered 
to-his' father, on .the Croſs, for us feat phonon? 

Upon the whole:matter, I think, we may certainly-con- 
clude,” that there is not a tittle of a Command in the 
whole New Teſtament to oblige us to receive the Lords 
Supper in any particular Poſture ; and if any be ſo ſeru-- 

ous after aH, as not to receive it inany Geſture, 
but what is expreſly muſt never re- 
ceive it as Tong as {3 Z"Anc t 1 Tleave this to 
their ſerious conſideration ; How they will be ever a-/ 
ble to excuſe their negle& of a known neceſſary duty 
( ſuch as receiving the Sacrament is) before God the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who loved us ſo much 
as. to ſend his Son to- be a propitiation for our Sins : 
How they will ever Anſwer to their Crucified Saviour 
their Living and Dying in the.breach of an expreſs 
Command of his given a little before his Paſſion to Ds 
this in Remembran "ey him, meerly becauſe the Geſture 
preſcribed: by Authority , was croſs to their private 
Wills and Phanſies, but not to the Mind and Will of 


God. \ 


2. For the-further Proof and Confirmation of this 
Aſſertion, that there is no expreſs Command in Scrip- 
ture for the uſe- of any particular Geſture: in the A&- 
of receiving the: Sacrament, I will appeal to the Judg- 
ment and PraQtice of our Diſkenting Brethren and all 
the Reformed: Churches in ' Europe: 


r. To begin with our Nonconforming Brethren: 


There are a-great many Serious and- Sincere Hearted' 
= ©» 


ith, us, -prov Ad 


in Scripture, 
cannot,” nor oiight not-to' be reſtrained and limited b 
any Power or Authority of Mafi: Andtherefoxe all ſuch 
Which God left free for us to doior not do with- 
out Sin, become Sinful to us when impoſed by human 
Authority. - It's remote from"my'bufineſs to how 
weak and falfe a Principle this is, and of what' miſchie-- 
; vous conſequence to the Peace of the Church, and for: 
that reaſon I'will paſs it by. © But thus much may be 
inferr'd from this Tenent to my purpoſe that they who 
hold and it as a reaſon w y hey cannot receive - 
Kneeling, which otherwiſe they could fafely do, plain- 
ly own that as to the Geſture, in the Attof Receiv- 
ing it is in its own nature Indifterent, and left” free by 
God for us to uſe or refuſe as we think fit; and by ne- 
ceſfary conſequence that there is no expreſs Command 


given. by for the uſe of any particular Geſture. It * 


could not be a matter of indifferency to our Diſſenting 
Brethren; whoſe Principle this is, if there were no Law 
of Man, to Kneel at the Sacrament, and ' now there is 
ſuch a Law,it could'not be Indifferent to them whether 
they received: Sitting or Standing, as they profeſs it. 
is, if there were any Law of God obliging to the uſe 
of any one Geſture whatſoever. | 
2. That there is no-expreſs Command in Scripture: 


for 


- Churches of England wd and Jreland-. according, to'; the: 
Word of .God and the. Pattern. of the beſt Reformed: 


Churches. burn] or 
| Let us-now-compaxe/the pragice-of,our-Church with 
the example of alga or abroad;and fee 
whether ſhe ought, to. reform the Geſture preſcribed: at: 

the Sacrament... +; EET ator”: aroc2s 
* _ The Reformed Churches of France,. and thoſe of Ge 
neva and Hetuetia Stand,. the Dutch. generally; Sit, but 
in ſome places, (as in Weſt. Frefland.):they-Stand. - The 
Churches of the Bohemian and Augyſtan Confellion which 
ſpread, through the large Kingdoms of Babemia, Dem 
mark, and Sweden, through Norway,the Dukedom.of S4x- 
ony, Lithuany and the Ducal Pruſſia in Poland, the Mar- 
quiſate of Brandenburg in Germany. and. ſeveral - other 
places and free Cities in that Empire, do for the moſt 
part, if not all of them, retain the. Geſture of Kneeling, 
The Bohemian. Churches; were. refarmed by. Fokhr- Zu(/e 
and Ferom of Prague who Suffered Martyrdom, at;Goy« 
ſtance about. the Year. 1416, long. befare Luthers time, 
and thoſe of the Augsburg or Augu/tan Confeſſions were: 
founded and reformed by Luther and were the firſt 
Proteſtants properly ſo called. Both theſe. Churches fo 
early reformed and of ſo large extent did not only uſethe 
fame Geſture that our Church. enjoyns at the; Sacra» 
ment,but they together with thoſe ofthe Z7elverich Cone, 
teſſion,did in 3 general Synods unanumpuſlFgongemn the 
; itting 
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ty k8208inns 4 14 their-Sy- 
ay pr Socinians) if eohtempt 'of bur Saves 


_ treatiaribextiver)alf Ohriſtians'of their Cothinunion 77 
change Sitting into Kuctlin ber ni hoe which"Ce« 


Po Tn as the Cu- 
ra Tu: hath yer pl petri; ano?! approve of their 


webs Standal and Blame! Moteaver they affirin, 
That theſe Socinians who deny Chriſt to be God; were the 
Joſt that 'intreidured Sitting "ar | the Sathuiett tnto their 
Charehes | 


Charches in Europe. Artiong all theſe Otnrches 
of the Reformation, rherels but one that Tan find which 
ale lg A goes egg Bec for'fear 'of Bread 


Pee 5h”; - bur: Fet-Ih -chat " Rn An con- 
Kneeling they. left tothe choice of their 
Churches 'to uſe 'or an Ambula- 


, Sitting ,' 
tory Geftars'1('us! the Frexnde'y and at laſt conchide Harmon. 
thus-i” Theſe Artitlts "tt fetled'by viuraal Conſent, that $51""* 0 


u,0the good ack & the' Churches require, thy may and nbc. 
. be ch; augmented or diminiſhed. What now ſhould 
be ahegromnJ aud reaſon'of this Variety both in Opinion 
and\Practice - the Geſture'to-be - the LON 
IJuppe? 2 Is it'to'be appofed og? ined that-an Aſllem- 
earned and Pious oy por together on, pur- 
pots tdevrfulc how toreform their» Chutches, accor ing 


tothePare Word of God;ſhould through Weakneſs and 


naduetencyoveriook an expreſs Comriiand of Chriſt for 
theporperualarſeot any particuly Geſture, if any ſuch 
there hud been 30OKſhall: we be” ſo' Uncharitable as to 


think that: ryan <1, ry Obttrchis willfully paſt &. 
! ?202.9 th # Nv? Fs, 


Anno. Dom. 


Peterkaw 


8. 
Divinity; who therefore placed rhemiſclves #5 Fellows 3 1 atidaw 
with their Lord at his Table: */And thereupsn they eh- 1553 


: f#"the! LO elital - 


r At Cracow 


I 573. 
2 Petricow or: 


(16) 
- -by, and;eſtabliſed-what was moſt. 
- OWn- {hank Later to. the. 
Would, they ha 
- nion to;uſe ſev | 
their ſeyeral Churches, if our Lord hadt 
cp do's pt ers: as -Dutah Synod X 
prod ola enjoyned be altered; -1f the 
ny Hon -if ſo be Sitting had been 
DN OE Ro our Lord, to. be uſed. by:al 
Chriſtians to the end of ? the World 2 No un 
they would not, we: cannat either in reaſon or Charity 
ſuppoſe it. 4 \ > (lad hid it 
The. true Principle upon whic vail tice Reformed 
Churches-built, and by which = are able to. recon- 
cile all this ſeeming difference in this jar 4 
ſame .with,that ned tonayey re 
| by.in her Synods and Conyocations,!. as to 
Rites and. Ceremonies of an Indifferent nature, every 


National Church _— Authority to ine ang and 
aboliſh them, as a Betis 


 think.moſt fit, dhe yo ar to ore Cy A 'S 

Glory, the Edification.of their People, andthe Decent 

| MR hs be . and Reverend Adminiſtration of the Holy 
Vi. Art. 36 ole Divings an Sacrament. - Whoſoever therefore refuſes 
the Harmony .of Confeſſions - to receive the Lords Supper according to 
edit. Genera 168r- n—ezt. The Conſtieution of the dromary of = 


ing of Kneeling .at the Sac. ) land, purely becauſe Kn 
Suam- cuiq 3; Ecciefie libertatem ry to the expreſs Co 


—_ relinquendam arbitra- muſt condemn the — 
Qtice of all the Reformed Chunches bo 
yond the Seas, who all agree in this, that. the Geſture 
- 1n the At of Receiving is to.be reckoned among things 
Indifferent, and that whether we Sit, or Kneel,or Stand, 
or Receive Walking, we Tranſgreſs no Law of God ; 


2nd conſequently they prove my —_—_ C—— Kew 


(#7) 

ing is not contrary to 'any expreſs Command no 
Me any other, decenderhoy allow of all Lawful in 
themſelves to be uſed, which cannot conſiſt with an 
expreſs Command for the-uſe of any oneGeſture what-. 
ſoever. * » Hs | | 


Query 2. 


Whether Kneeling be not a Deviation from that 
example which Chriſt ſet us at the firſt In- 
_ ftitution 9. 


| he a fulland fatisfaQtory reſolution of this doubt, 1 
ſhall propound theſe 4. following particulars to 
the conſideration of our Diſſenting Brethren, which I 
| _ endeavour with all Brevity and Clearneſs to make 
£0900. 


I. That it can never be proved, ſo as that the con- 
ſcience may ſurely build upon it, what Geſture Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles ufed at the Celebration of the Sacra- 
ment. | its, 

*2.2'Suppoſing that our-Lord did Sit, yet-his bare ex- 
ample doth not oblige all Chriſtians to a like pratice. 

3-” That they who urge the example of Chriſt for 
our Rite 1a this caſe, do not follow it themſelves. 

4 "That they who Kneel at the Lords Supper in com- 
piyance with the Cuſtom and Conſtitution of the 

urch, do manifeſtly follow the example of Chriſt. 


D Firſt, 


ment can never be demonſirated'ſc 
{10 ſurely 


x Cor. 11. 25. 
Luk. 22. Zo. 


I. All that can be gathered from Scripture amounts 
to no. more then this,- 25 E ; they were Eating, or 
as they did Eat, as the Phraſe"is rendred in St. ' Mark, 
Teſus took Bread. and--ble "ay it, and ga 
16 -t6 his  Pifeiptes 4 ahd be took the Cup Ciohen be Bald 
Supped, faith St. Paul, ufter. Supper, ag St.' Luke hath 
Ly gave Thanks; and gave 1t to them, ſaying, Drink 
ye all of it. Now it's v | ahi from this Account which 


 - the Scripture'gives, that our Lord did Inſtitute and Ad- 


Euk. 22. 14. 
Mat. 26. 20. 
avekero UT 
Ad Sera, in 
he original, 


miniſter the Sacrament 4 his Diſciples and that th 
did Receive it : But whether Sitting, Kneeling; or St 
ing, 'is no where mentfoned nor pleats. Slddinnmed: 
It's.cleas that he Tnfttured this Holy Feaſt, at the cloſe 
of the Paſchal Feaſt,for he took the Bread-as they were 
Eating, and the Cup when he had Supped ; that he did 
Celebrate the Paſſover according to the uſital manner of 
the Fews in thoſe times which was in a Difcumbing 
poſture on Beds placed about the Table much after the 
manner of our lying or leaning upon Couches. -*'Yet 
whether after all the ApoſtlesReceived, or our Lord Ad- 
miniſtred the Sacrament ſtill Sitting after the ſame man- 
ner as they did at the Paſbver, is not expreſt, nor can 
it be certainly concluded from the Word of God. The 
utmoſt ſtrength of their Argument who urge Sitting 
in Imitation of our Saviours example 'can-atrſe-to no 
more then this : That it's probable our Lord did not alter 
the Geſture he uſedat the Paſſover, when he _ | 


| | Kneeling, 
-make the example'appear, : ve.t 
fore they preſs\a-Conformity::; / | - 


a Writings of L 
ans concerning the Pal: the tnanner of the Fews 
Celebrating it,” we thall-fing-that they did-ngt keep-to 
one and 'the ſame Geſture throughout -the Solemnity. 
For the Rabylon and Ferufalem Talowd, Maimonides and 
Buxtorf . do'certifie us that: they dig alter their poſture 
. at the:Paſſover, though'the Lying:or Leaning poſture 
was generally; and\ moſt Religiout]y uſed and obſerved 
at this Feaſt above any other. - And the Scripture gives 
ſome hints and intimations ob the Truth of what they 
deliver. | | 
1. It was the antient cuſtom of -the Fews and of thoſe Gen. 8.4.19. 
Eaſtern. Countries at their-ordinary Feaſts and Enter- 5,7 54 37" | 
tainments:to Waſh thew Hands and their. Feet, and e{pe- war. 7. 3. 
cially. at. their Religious Feaſts to Waſh their Hands of- Luk. 7. 44. 
ten. At the Paſſover they Waſhed their Hands thrice 
D 2 at 


; Lea ning ure'on their left- des asthe 
Uamet?: For the reaſon of their "Waſhing at all; an 
Buxtor. Sy- 1y; ws rs oo Ty Or "COCIeanne! 
Bag. C. 13, cleave to them! d:to fy the'great Are tt 

to keep this Solemn Feaſt'Holy-to the-Lord: 
IS 7 ene ernggr ris wh x ep re ad. 

L. Buxt. Sy= es, o-in keeping th Beds, | ,Di 

» 235, — All other Utenſils/neceſlary;forthisFeaſt, 


+ 4 
. 
Wain 


a(hiſo'often 


ern and hot Countries warranted was a PharifaicalInven- 
tion and ſuperſtitiouſly abuſed by them ; and as-ſuch 
it's certain our Lord did not uſe it,but that he did Waſh 
ſometime before he Eat the Paſchal: Supper, and after 


he had Sat down as the manner was;there ishittle reaſon 
to dbubt; and all that T Infer from hence is; that when. 
he Waſhed;be it: once or twice, he altered his poſture, 
vi. Joh. 2.6, and in all probability either aroſe from his Bed and'went 
to the place where Water, and veſſels were prepared 
and ſet for ſuch uſes, or had: Water brought ro him 
in a Bafin, wherein he Waſhed either Sitting upright, 
or Standing; which are both different from-that Geſture 
which was peculiar and proper to the Paſſover.: St. 
Fobn in Chap. 13. 2. 4, 5. Verſes, will. explain. and 
Confirm this Cuſtom we are ſpeaking of. There heels 
ns how that en of being ended ( that's,” in a manner - 
or almoſt ended, for by 7 noms Hr 12 and 26 and 
<7 Verſes together we ſhall find plainly that they had 
not quite gnithed their. Supper ) Feſus riſeth from Sup- 
per, and laid afide | his Garments ,, and took a Towgl 
and girded himſelf, and after that poureth Wazer. into 


d. 
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: a PET? of H IGTLE; DI "me | | Joh; 3,14,15- 
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towards. them, which he might as well have'done after $ 
Supper if it had nat been. uſual to have Waſhed in Supper 


»* 


time; ſeeing; then it. partly from Scripture, and 

partly. from Antiett Moatirinns of Jewiſh cuſtoms,. 

that the Fews were wont both before. and at their 

a feta. 7p 1eod aver er gg icularly at 
er, then 


the Paſſoy it's very probable our Lord did'ſo 
too, and altered his poſture as they did ; nay it is very 
probable that our Lord to- make his Diſciples under- 
ſtand what he was about to do, did at the Inſtitution of 
this new. Feaſt, the Holy Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood, Waſh before it, and having changed the poſture 
. that he was in before at the Eating of the Paſchal Sup. 
. | per, did not reſume it, but uſed a new poſture at this < 
new Feſtival Solemnity ,, but what that was is not 
certain. 54> 
2. At the beginning of the Paſchal Feaſt the Jews 
did put themſelves into this Diſcumbing or Leaning 


poſture,.and uſed it while they Eat and Drank the ras 
" fiſt. 
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See Mr.- Ainſ- lt, Tb JOLNNG LAMA Bn, 
worth a Lear- | Ic o6do 
ned Non-Con- 

formilt in. ex. 

12.8. 11. 


in 

27. 2-Hor: aJong after a Lordly manner, was in token of that _ 
Heb. 291:292-2nd reſtthey enjoyed in'the Land of Canaan and of their 
redemption from the Houſe of bondage: 'So often there- 

fore as they Eat the bitter Herbs, ſo often, they changed 

their Geſture. tra, | | 

4- Though the Fews in their Solemn Feaſts uſed Dif- 

cumbing, yet in bleſſing and ging thanks before thoſe 

In vita con= Feaſts they were,as Philo relateth,in a Standing Geſture, 
«ha Þ. with their Eyes and Hands lifted up to Heaven. And 
a!lobro. edi. therefpre it's no way probable that Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


" "mou would continue in their Table -Geftureyat the bleſſing 
of 


chat done Io in hs para wile 
bein role mon 


wont Keen be it pomp ually be ſuppoſed od 
ſometimes when the Hee were wortt'to Sit 5 aid what 
becomes of their Argument for at the Sacratnevt - 
after-the example-of Chriſt ; that ſtands built 
pon ſuppoſition that vur Lord Sate at the Paſſover, as 
k 2 Fews did, agd continued inthe fame Geſture when 
he Inftituted the Sacrament, which was before the Paſ- 
chal Solemnity was over. I will only obſerve this brief- 
ly by the way and then proceed 20 ſhut up all upon 
this head. 
* That thoſe Nonconformiſts whocry out ſo vehement- 
rs inſt the Church for Impofing, 'and her Members 
uſing a Kneeling Geſture, were very unfortunate in 
their chotce when ;P ns pitcht upon Sitting, and urged 
it-as the only. neceffary Geſture to: receive in, in Con- 
formity to. our Saviours Praftice and Example. Be- 
cauſe-the Standing Geſture may be* much better main- 
tained and defended” then Sitting, and hath more and 
greater probabilities attending it. 
If therefore” variety of Geſtures were uſed- by | the 
Jews at the Paſſover , and it no where appears wb 
CEiP- 


"WE of P 
4 br "OY Pp IE 
n\ oe on . 6 Ss 
» i. SEE I " *. 4 
LEz . %* © 


WITS 6. © 7 TW 
Seripture that our Lord did-not wage >. in this matter, 
then we cannot know for certain what the particular 
Geſture was which Chriſt uſed A NES oh the 
Sacrament ; it might be Lying alo 1t-might be 
ſitting upright, it might be Standing in an adoring/po- 
ſture with his Hands arid Eys-lifted up to Heaven, which 
1s much more probable then either of the former for the- 
reaſons forementioned,we cannot certainly fay which,and 
yet we mult be certain of one before we can build up 
it asan Infallible Rule of Conſcience. Let it be therebirs | 
granted to our Brethren who differ from us inthis point, 
that our Saviour Sate at thePaſſoverzthatthe Sacrament 
was Inſtituted by him before the Paſchal Feaſt was 
ended,. that the Diſciples Eat the Sacramental Bread and 
Drank the Sacramental Cup in the ſame poſture as 
they Eat and Drank at the Paſſover : What of all this > 
how will the neceflity of a Sitting Geſture appear from 
theſe premiſes ? Why,xthus : Therefore our Lord In- 
ſtituted and Adminiſtred the Holy Sacrament Sitting 
ſay.they. How<doth this follow of courſe I ask ? Since 
_ Eat and Drank in ſeveral poſtures at the Paſchal 
Feaſt. | 
I confeſs the Argument had been ſtrong if they could 
make it appear, that throughout the whole Solemnity of 
the Paſſover no other Geſture but Sitting was uſed by 
eur Lord. But this I am ſure can never be done, and 
conſequently their concluſion .can never be good.. From 
the whole I conclude thus much : Since the example 
of our Lord cannot be certainly known in this-matter, 
our Church cannot be charged for deviating from it : 
- And conſequently to ſcruple Conformity to the praftice 
of our Church, becauſe ſhe doth not Conform to the 
practice of Chriſt which no body can certify us of, is 
very Unjuſt and Unreaſonable. LY 
2. Suppoſing our Lord did Sit as they will have it, 


3 * 


yet 


Bet» St 
ag ey HI doth not- oblige all Chriſtians'ts 
2 Prachice,”-: ©: | : 


->. I. Becauſe .naked examples without fome Rule or 
Note added. to them to fignify -that it 'is the mind 
and will of God, to-havethem conftantly followed and 
perpetually Imitated. by us, have* not the force of 
a Law { perperually obliging the: Conſcience: | Thus in 
our-preſent Caſe though cur Lord did 'Sit at the Sa- 
crament, yet his example alone dqth not become an e- . 
verlaſting Rule for- all Ages to obſerve, becauſe he hath 
no where diſcovered his binding will and pleaſure in 
this particular. And conſequently fince he hath left us * 
in the Dark, we may act contrary to his will and in- 
rei ; pipoa we is zealouſly preſs and follow his ex- - 
e, ially.in this matter ing to Geſture... For 
= NE row where all = Circumſtances of 
Time, Place,Habits and the Ceremonies relating to Di- 
vine Worſhip,were with great particuſgrity deſcribed,this 
of Geſture was left freeand undetermined. God never ob- 
liged them to uſe any particular Geſture in any particular 
part of his Worſhip, but left it to their choice, whe- 
ther to Kneel or Stand or Bow down their Heads and 
Bodyes, or fall proſtrate on the Earth ; to-uſe all or any 
one of theſe as Cuſtom and their own Pious Prudence \ 
ſhould prompt and dire&t.them. Secing then that the | 
Geſture inthe Worſhip of God was never determined 
under the Law : - Since it was and is'in its own nature 
a Mutable Ceremony in the Service of God, it remains 
ſounto this day : Our Lord left it as he found it, unleſs - 


nes be proved that he hath by ſome Command or 


ote of Immutability fixt and determined it to all ſuc- 
ceeding Ages. - But becauſe no ſuch Command or Note 
is tobe found, therefore we are not tyed in Conſcience 
to a ſtrict Imitation of his example. Atew inſtances 


will clear this point. Our Lord was not Baptized till Lux, 2.”24; 
- | 


he 


[EET oY (26) 
lhe was: about Thirty years of 'Age, but" this example- 
is not eſteemed by the Remi Fi. Diſfenters'a Law 
.or den erent: -ohr Baptiſm ſo long.” S, 
he Inſtituted the Sacrament alittle 'before his Death 
rag primate + 4d ; 
| under'a Pro 


ves an 


 Dearh 


from 


- 


to Dottrin , it thruſts us forward to do that which 
we- were obliged in Conſcience to do before. Wha- 
ſoever our Lord hath Commanded us to do, in that only 
we are neceſſarily bound to Imitate him : But where 
there is. no: Precept there us no Neceſſity, We may 

| 0 
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, ww” . . 
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| v we car innocentlyi({ a6i4 the caſe 

4 ſingle Life) but: we ate not under-Conftraint- and 

| fo 'be Meek and E d be-Juſt and'Merciful, to be 


fol 


low his Steps what: on 
formed himſelf ;'afd that which.we are eoceeind 4 in, 
if we would walk furely j/ is firſt to look/ for* our 


Rule, and then'for our encouragement 'to' look unto 
Jeſus the” Author" arid Finiſhor-of our- Faith.'--I&s true 
iHdeed” we are''Cotmmmanded in" Scripture "to -follow 
ths examples of «the Apoſtkes 'fo far forth as they. fol- 
Tow Chriſt , arid: the err nay - our'I:ord is made 
the Touchſtone to try all ot by, but then if we 
would' know what is our Duty we muſt bring his ex- 
atnple to the Ruls. For as to Preach Chriſt and to 
Preach - the- Goſpel, to Obey Chriſt and Obey the 7 cor. 11. 1. 
Goſpel, are Phraſes of alike Import in Scripture, 16 in Act. 5: 42. 
like manner to follow Chriſt 4s all one with follow- gent 1-20. 
ing the GoſpeFRule, or doing as Chriſt did in obedience Heb. 5. 9. 
to his Corfimands. The Sur of allis this, An example 2 7h 1.3. 
may help to Interpret aLaw, but of itſelfit is no Law: 
Apainſt a Rule no example-is a Competent Warrant,and 
if the example be according to the Rule, it's not the 
Example but the Rule that is the Meaſure of our AQ: - 
ons. | 
3. The bare example of Chriſt is no Warrant for 
us- to go by, becauſe he was art extraordinary Perſon, 
and did many things which we cannot,and many which 
' we muſt not do. He Faſted- 40 Days and 40 Nights 


and fpent whole Nights in Prayer, he wrought many 
E 2 Miracles, 


Gilleſp. a- 
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Salvation, and to offer 


.crifice for the Sins of t 


than attempts of an Imitation in ſome things : 
thing more Wicked then to think and be 
to follow his 


) 

of ſo deep a Stain, that the Blood of Chriſt will not Waſh 
out. For this in effe&t is Trampling*upon and Vilify. 
ing of the Precious Blood of our Saviour, and to 

trait from the Vertue and Merits of his Sacrifice and 
thereby render-it weak and inſufficient to fave us. Blind» 
ly therefore to, follow. the example of Chriſt,is a certain 
way to run into Error and Miſchief. We muſt then of 
neceſſity if we would follow. him ſafely, ſeek out for a 
plain-Rule in the Word of God, or gaide our * elves by 
the Dictates of Reafon and Prudence, and either way 
is a ſufficent. Demonſtration that a bare example 15.not 
to be truſted to. Thoſe who urge the example of Chriſt 
for Sitting were ſomewhat aware of this, namely that 
his example,and thoſe of his Apoſtles are not to be Imita- 
ted by us in all things, and therefore. they lay dowa this 


gainit Cere, for their Maxim and Guide. 


Þ+.339., 


Mie: are bound. to. Imitate Chriſt and. the commen- 
| dable 


things as: t ,- upon general and 
nr ants rp Bo. nd. nngthon are not obliged at 
all by any example; and if fo, then thoſe reaſons are our 
Rule,to which we are to reduce their examples. Withour 
banal und. oopadurtgnr dared ters 
Wai accord is own Prineiple to their 
ſueh-reafons do r, then it's 
obliges us, but reaſon that 
bring their own Rule to - 
the caſe in Hand : How do they know but our Lord 
. was moved to. Sit at the Sacrament by Special reaſons 
drawn from that Time and Place, . fromthe Feaſt of th6 
Paffoyer to which that Geſture was peculiar > How do 
they. know but that our Lord might have uſed another 
ure if the Sacrament had been Inſttuted apart from 
the Paſſover. 

The neceſſity of the time, made the Jews Eat *the 
Paſſover after one faſhion in Pgypr, which afterward 
ceaſing gave occaſion to alter it nw Canaan, and how 
do we know but that our Lord:complyed with the pre- 
fent. neceſlity, and that his example (if he did Sit ) was 
only temporary, and not defigned' for a Standing Law 
perpetually obliging to a hke pratice. . If Chriſt acted 
4 upon | 
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-upon ſpecial reaſons'then we.are»not .obliged;-by: their” 
own Rule; and if | he.did not, -let them produce the rea- 
ſons 1f they can, which es boa orment 
general perpetual uſe, to: Chriſtians- 
ro follow it.' [Whenever they do hg I ——_ 

will expoſe their own Principle which rhey have bai 
ſo.much upon;-to the Scarn and Con of the World; 
Gillelp. 333. which is this : That the bare example of Chriſt and good 
Ceremo. Men in Scripture, are a compleat Rule and © Saficiewt- 
Warrant for oar Adtions ,! in fach or as we haVs"lo 
Precept or Prohibition for in the Word of God + That 4 
Chriſlians Duty in @ great meaſure flaws purcty from Ex- 
amples Recorded in the Word. of God and not" fromthe 
expreſs Laws of God , which he hath revealed to 


ths. | (4s « S174} PN 
4 Its abſurd to- talk. of Chriſts example apart from 
all Law and Rule, and to make} that alone a Principle 
of Duty diſtin& from the. precepts of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe Chriſt himſelf all the while the World enjoyed the 
benefit of his example, governed his aftions by a Law. 
For if we conſider lim as a May, like unto us in all 
things (Sin only excepted) he was Born under the ob- 
«ligation of the Moral and Natural Law, as a Few uhder 
the Moſaick Law ; as the 7leſſas ſent of God into the 
World, to compaſs the great Work of. our Redemption 
which he had freely undertaken, he ſtill a&ted by Di- 
vine appointment, and was under the,Gofpel Law: - He 
came to fullfil all Righteouſneſs and to teach us the whole 
Mind and Will: of God, and Exemplify to us what- he 
taught and delivered. That which made that bitter 
and deadly Cup which ended his Days rehith- with him, 
. was this conſideration that'it was a Cup given- him by 
his Father , and. the Drinking it was agreeable-to his 
will, and it was'the comfort and ſupport of his Soul a 
little before his Death, that he had finiſhed [the _ 
| that 
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thathisFather:had grvar Him! "He! frequently profefe job. 17: 4 ve 
16449 his life; time'that he did'as his Fant ee Nigh Mat. 35 27: 
O6mmatidinent, afid that it was his" great buſineſs and jc1.4. 24” 
$ielit to do the will' 6f his Father, and-tmany' fack ex- Job. 5.30. 
preſſions he uſed,Which' may be confulted at leiſure.” If 775 155 
therefore we only look to his' example, without con- appt 
fidering'the various" Capacitics arid Relations he bare, Job-15.19.15- 


both towards God and towards'ns, and the ſeveral" laws 
by which he ſtood Bound, which were the meaſures of 
his Adtions,” we' ſhall miſerably miſtake oar way and 
bewilder” our Telves, we'ſhall At'Tike Fools, when . 
we &6 ſuck things 'as he did-pgeſuant to infinite Wil- 
dom. Thus:{t9 give but oneinftance) i we ſhould Sub- 
Je& our ſelves to the Law'of Moſes as he did-(for he 
fullfilledthe Ceremonial Law, which he-eame to-abolſh) 
we ſhould thereby' fruſtrate” the great Deſign of the 
Goſpel, and of qur Saviours eommyg'into the World: 
And yet even this we are'obliget to do, if his exampl e 
alone, be a ſufficient Werrant for 6iir Ations. I have 
ſtaid the longer upon this head becauſe fo ill a uſe hath 
been made of Scripture examples, and to fhew how 
far forth we may ſafely ſteer by*them: 'I ſcarce know 
any- one Dottrin ſo teeming and big with Error, ſo Fa- 
tal to the fouls of private Perfons, and the Peace of 
Publick Societies both Civil and Eeclefiaſtical, as that 
which teaches us to Learn and Derive our Duty from, 
and to Fudge of the Goodneſs and Badneſs of our Attions 
by the examples of Chriſt, and good: Men, over and above 
what we are obliged to do by Jo Precepts and Laws f 
the Goſpel. | f 
3- They who urge the example of Chriſt againſt 
Kneeling at the Sacrament, as our Rule to which we 
ought toConform;do not follow it themſelves. Becauſe 
the poſture he Inſtituted the Sacrament in; which they 
ſay wasz Paſſover Geſture, was (if ſo) very — 
rom 
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-upon ſpecial reaſdns'then we are» not obliged; -by: their" 
—_ Rule; and if \he.did not, -let them produce © rea-' 
Togo they ty rid wk eomdcplont iba 
| uſe, and to all :Chi 

to- follow it.” Whenever they do this,'4 am "fure 
will expoſe their own Principle which they have baile 
ſo-much upon;.to the Scorn and Con of the World; 
Gillelp. 338. which is this : That the bare example of Chriſt and good. 
Cerents, Mew jin Scripture, are a compleat Rule and © Safffciewt- 
Warrant for our Aftions ,! in fach mn as we ba V8" us 
t or Prohibition for in-the Word of God : That a 
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Chriſttans Duty in @ great :meaſure flows purely from Ex- 
amples Recorded in the Word of God and not" fromthe 
expreſs Laws of God , which he hath" revealed to 


- 4. Its abſurd to talk. of Chriſts example apart from 
all Law and Rule, and to make tharalone « Principle 
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of Duty diſtin& from the. precepts of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe Chriſt himſelf all the while the World enjoyed the 
benefit of his example, governed his aftions-by a Law. 
For if we confider him as a May, like unto us in all 
things (Sin only excepted) he was Born under the ob- 
ligation of the Moral and Natural Law, as a Few uhder 
the Moſaick Law ; as the 1eſſias: ſent of God into the 
World, to compaſs the great Work of our Redemption 
which he had freely undertaken, he ſtill a&ed by Di- 
vine appointment, and was under the' Goſpel Law: - He 
came to fullfil all Righteouſneſs and to teach us the whole 
Mind and Will of God, and Exemplify to us what: he 
taught and delivered. That which made that bitter 
and deadly Cup which ended his Days reliſh: with him, 
was this conſideration that it was a Cup given- him by 
his Father, and the Drinking it was agreeable-to his 
will, and it was'the comfort and ſupport of: his Soul a 
little before his Death, that he had finiſhed 'the m_ 
that 
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thabhbis Father had given Hins! He! frequently profe. job. 17: 4 
Jedi his life/time'that he did'as"tvs Father gave him Mat 17 27: 
Commandinent, afid that it ety vp bwtineſs and jch. 4; 24. 
hight to do the will'6f his Father, 'and-many fach ex- Job. 5. 30- 
preſſions he uſed; Which" may* be gonfulted at leiſure: "If 7.57 0125 
therefore we only look to his'example, without CON- | way l 
ederinilthe vavions' Capacities ard Refationshe bare, JoÞ-15.19.'5- 
both towards G6d and towards'us; .atd rhe ſeveral Lays 
by which he ſtood Bound, which were the meaſures of 
his Actions, we' ſhall miſerably miſtake oar way and 
bewilder' our ſelves, we'ſhall At Tike Fools,” when 
we do ſuck things as he'did/pgeſtant to infinite Wil- 
dom. Thus {to give but oneinftance) Ff we ſhould Sub- 
je& our ſelves to the Law'of Wofes as He'did(for he 
fulfilled the Ceremonial Law, which he'eame toabolſh) 
we' ſhould thereby' fruſtrate the great Deſign .of the 
Goſpel, and 'of our Saviours eomrng-into the World : 
And yet evtn' this we are'obliget to do,” if his exampl e 
alone, be a ſufficient Warrant for oir Ations. I have 
ſtaid the longer upon this head becauſe fo ill a uſe hath 
been made of "Scripture examples, and to fhew how 
far forth we may ſafely ſteer by them: I ſcarce know 
any one Dottrin ſo teeming and big with Error, ſo Fa- 
tal to the fouls of -private Perfons, and the Peace of 
Publick Societies both. Civil and Eeclefiaſtical, as thar 
which teaches us to Learn and Derive our Duty from, 
and to Fudge of the Goodneſs and Badneſs of our Attions 
by the examples of Chriſt, and good: Men, over and above 
what we are obliged to do by To Precepts and Laws of 
the Goſpel. | | 
3- They who urge the example of Chriſt againſt 
Kneehng at the Sacrament, as our Rule to which we 
ought toConform;do not follow it themfelves. Becauſe 
the poſture-he Inſtituted the Sacrament in; which they 
ſay wasa Paſſover Geſture, was (if ſo) very — 
rom 
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'trom-that which they ſo earneſtly plead for and uſe ar 
this day. - For that was a Diſcumbing or Leaning 
"wo tgo open Cojclns, wah cinppepurr or ori 
we lye upon Couches, wi er part of the 
: almoſt ere. It is agreed b all Learned Menthat this | 
was the Ancient Cuſtom of the Fews in our Saviours 
time, and is ſo to this .day at the Paſſoyer, ,by which 
Geſture they diſtinguiſh this Feſtival night from, all v- 
thers. Now if the fame Geſture were-uſed .by Chriſt 
.at the Sacrament: as was at the Paſſover, and his ex- 
. ample makes it neceſſary .and.obligatory to all-Chriſtt- 
Dian Prat Rn © imo SER 
iſſenting Brethren -change it into. Sitting upright, ac- 
c— Civil way and manner of Feaſting. When 
they tell us this, it will be very eaſy to juſtify Kneel- 
-ling by the lame Authority which they ſhall alledge for 
Sitting, and our changing the Geſture wilkhe as war- - 
rantable as theirs. Unleſs they will fay that they alone 
have the Power and Priviledge to recede from the ex- 
ample of Chriſt when and how far they pleaſe, but our 
Church hath not,nor any other upon theFace oftheEarth. 
To fay Sitting,as they do, comes nearer to the: Geſture 
uſed by our Lord at the Paſſover and conſequently 
(as is ſuppoſed) at the Sacrament, then the Kneelin 
Geſture according to the Cuſtom of our Church, wil 
do them no ſervice. For there is no Room for this 
Queſtion who cometh neareſt to the example, they or 
we 2 When they ought not at all to vary if they hep 
.to their own Rule. The :example of -Chriſt as it us 
urged by them againſt Kneeling equally Concludes a- 
.gainſt all other Geſtures, beſides what he himſelf uſed : 
And. then the ſuppoſed Geſture which he obſerved binds 
to Lying along. For where we have-nothing to 0 by 
but his Pattern we muſt cut exaQly by it, or elle we 


take a liberty to do that of our own heads for which 
| we 
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we have; no allowance-: [That iv leave cha Datiers 
which we were obliged only to follow, and A&atran- 
dom upomour'own- heads, :and: then. the Pattern can- 
not- be alledg'd- fori our” Juſtification. Though. our 
Church'therefore:doth-not- — follow, the example 
of Chriſt (ws, gay dy al herGammu- 
nicants to Kneel no reaſon! to-complain | 
and-to ſcruple py foes with -us, who dot 

fallow item but receive the: Sacrament in their 

- ſeparate Congregations.in a: Geſture different from-what 
_ Lord uſed-at the firſt (ogy ates 15 The Pref 


erians (if - on may. £ od war IN Faroe to 
ee rei Pringle y Cog on nt 
tennis of - Chriſt. -. For: though they 


_— ly Soſero th 4 et they do not Condema Stand- 
geo 3 Sinful, or- Val al in'its ſelf, and- ſeveral -are 
walling to Receive it in that poſture,; m-our Churches, 
which ſurely is every whit as wide from the Pattern 
our Lord 4s ſuppoſed to-have ſet us,” (whether he Lay 
along orSate upright); as: that which ,is:Injoyned and - 
Practiſed by | the Church. of Evg/ard. -There'is too a 
Confeſſed variation allowed of and Praftifed by the 
generality of Diſlenters,both Presbyterians and Indepen- 
dents, from the- Inſtitution and Practice of Chriſt ang 
his Aj es, in: the other-Sacrgment-of Baptiſm. For 
they have: changed Immerſion or Dipping into aſperſi- 
on or Spriakling and Pouripg Water an the Face. Bap*+ wat. 3. 16. 
tiſm' by Immerſion-or Dipping, "is ſurable to the Inſti- Mat. 28. 19. 
tution of our-Lprd. and. the Praftice of -his Apoſtles , 
and -was by them ordained. and uſed to. repreſent our 
Burial with: Chrift, -a Death unto-Sin-and a,New Birth goms.46 12. 
unto Righteoluriels;, a5'Ste Þ awd explains that-Rite, Now Col. 2. 12. 
14% yery.:lirangi -that Kneeling at.'the Lord's Supper 
(though a different Geſture frera; that which was uſed 
at the firſt Inſtitution) ſhould —— Stumbling block 
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in' the” way 'of' Weak. and*Tender Conſciences, that 
tt's-more unpaſſable than there's ; and yet they can 


ET CY _—_ 
change, in the Sacrament of pen, bid 'and Ch _ 
we 'do, without the. leaſt murmur or 


were none -atlerry 
Sper any and Fepreear al thing Wed 
io te Lords Sopper ater. ans yada, 7, why 
be t any wrong to the 
Conſcience , mag Srrelir Innocently uſed as. Sprink-- 
ling 2: How: comes. # Guat premgommy ay oben 
verb, ) 'to' bs harder-roofwallow thaw a Camel'> Or 
ony ſh6nld riot the Peace and Unity of the Church, 
dee oak to the publick, prevail with themto Kneel 
_ 7 20 ws line body fas” Spree 
cy and Tenderneſ(s to the to” S | 
or pour Water ont the Face, ednmiry 19 aſe 


tion. 


4. They who Kneel at the Sacrament- in eng | 
ance with the Cuſtoms and Conſtitutionsof the Chureh, 
whereof they are Members,do manifeſtly follow the ex- 
ample of Chriſt. 

For our Saviour complyed with that Paſſover Geſture 
which-was at that time commonly, and generally ob- 
krved by the Fews, | but, cannot be pretended to be 
the fame that was uſed at-the firft Inſtitution of that 
' - Feaſt in Feypr.! 'For' 'thus the Command runs, Fecod. 

12.11. And thus ſhalt ye ' Eat'#t' with your 'Layns 
Girded, your Shoes on your Feet, and. your Staff in your 

Hand : And you fhall Eat it im hafte it is the Lordbs Paſe 
ſever. This, fay the Hebrew Doors, was but a' tem- 
porary Law, ſuted to the neceſſity of that time,” and 
ſerved for that night -oaly, and did not oblige the fol- 
lowing Generations in the Land of Canaay. For thus 
they comment upon itFour things were coiltained in this 
Law, 
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Lap wid a i thor might ar at ibn Vi. Mr. Aink- 


Paſſover in! \ warty Frans 
Aſperſed in 
4-Fatingin 
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Howſoever i was: Fea rim y grey ah 
in: gur Saviours time, which was a Geſtys, deneri 
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or is made commendable by Cn we are to think Aoiter. 
|= wr 00 make account of theſe things ,Jand Conform our pra- 
Aad-if Chriſtians in-the- ſev 


of their arg ns did walk according to this Rule, they 
would greatly promote. the Peage and Welfare of the 


Church of Chriſt, and in fo doing procure quiet and 
Peace to themſelves , With unpeabl Comfort and 
be 


ni. .\Whoſoeverow eftremed: and-x2- 
warded asa Peacemaker,and void. theill reputation: gnd Mat. 5. 9. 
guilt ofa Turbulent. Perſon, . qught among other things 
carefully to obſexve this, vzz. to Submit to, 'and Comply 
with the Innocent Cuſtoms of the Church: Whercot 
he is a Member. For thus _ fame Divine Writer (at- 
ter he had Ar ine Worhens' Uncovercd 
in the') ublck Y -aptludes" all 4fter this mark , c.. rr. 4. 
ner +" IF any Man ſeem te to De Editcntonr we have" ns 
; F 2 
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; nth '," fith Oloms;, mor the Churches if Proy'by the 


| be frck wander hu EOS Es RR 
ome't in an 
of God Nr which ve no Command or- exam 
for in Scripture, or of St..-Paul's Argument. trom- | 
"oY wr pe his ſecond Qu hs 
"Xo fum up: dpon-t uery : Seei 
-we caninever- be certain of the particular Geſture. uſed 
 by-Chriſt, at 'the \ rar Fo —__ om 
his bars up e ): doth 
7 in Colic Ber ln :Secing'they 
| OW + nana 


 to-the* Geſture A 'by Law, is a Confor- 
mity to-the. Example and Prattice of .C iſt conſider- 
ed as to-the Equity, Reaſon,” and Spicirual Meaning and 
Inſtrudtionof it.. '4 think no Manrcan. reaſonably. pole 
againſt Kneeling, and*ſcruple in-Conſcience'a Co 

mity to it, 'as being repugnant to the — Wi our 
Lord. 


Query 3. 


Whether Kneeling be not altogether Unſuta- | 
ble and Repugnant to the Nature” of the 
Lord's Supper, as ae. 0. Table Ge- 


ſtare * iS 


Rac I proceed to-the caſe it. ſelf, it will be re- 
quiſite to y=_ ſqmething which. may explain 


the true ſenſe of it ; and Diſcover upon what _— 


120- Wrolino! og boitgr: ble. * A 
able Geſture we. areto underſtand thusmuchy That 
at:the Lord's Supper werought:in-their- Judgment co- 
uſe'the ſame Geſture ug: we'dbs at-ourc oedinary” meals. 
and Tables , at our Civil Feaſts \and Entertainments: 
And becauſe divers Geſtures are uſed at meals, accord- 
ing-to the different Modes and{Cuftoms'of ſeveral Na- 
tions, therefore we:are obliged ito: uſe=that - ar the: Sa- 
Camry Adama ur as aufeas Pn ws "177 
ſcribed at-our-Ordinary and Civil:meals. Thus (faith 
the Author of -4/rare 'Damaſcenam'' a Stout and Learn- 
ed Champion for a Table Geſture, 'Sitring-crofs- ed 
wy op cen 200g <a artnet foe | * 
( if they were - Converted) a Comely” faſhion of ReceFvins ; 
the Lord's Supper. The Sadrament' i a" Supper, g FeaFf, vigput againſt 
| aiBanquet. ,. and therefore m_— a Supper, a ' Fea#f, ' a Kneeling. p. 2. 
Banquet Geſture... And: ſuch a' Geſture muſt 'be uſed as 935 8+: 
Stantleth with"the Cuſtom of the Country. . In no Nation 
| was it ever held Comely to Kneel at their Banquets , or ayciggment 
to: Receive their food Kneeling.” i So that according to the p.51.1cply to 
ſenſe of their-own: Writers, -and great Patrons 'of Sit- 1; Norton 3 
ing, this is: the reaſon why they queſtion the Lawful- $et forth in 
neis of Kneeling : That the Geſture at the Lord's Ta- K- James 
ble ought to be the ſame,. with that which we uſe and *©*" 
obſerve at'-our:Ordinary Tables according to the Cu- 
— and Faſhion: of our Native Country wherein we 
VE.. 
And then the full Import and meaning ofthe Query 
is this : Whether the nature of the Sacrament confidered 
& a'Feaſt doth not require: and oblige us to Sit and not 
Keel, becauſe Sitting - and not Kneeling is the Ordinary 
- Geſture, pus i to the Mode and Faſhion of Eng- 


* 


Here 


r. For they « y we are obliged | 
Geſture with our Lord, but only a Table Geſture, though 
aever-fo different from that which he uſed, 

"to: the Cuſtom of our Country where: we live;  Vari- 
ording to'the Variety of Faſhions and 


matter. His Example was Governed atid Guided by 
the Nature of the Sacrament, . and the Cuſtom. of the 
Fews. | | W pi. ry HY 
Our Lord Inſtituted the Sacrament before the Paſchal 
Feaſt was over, and he continued inthe ſame poſture 
which he uſed at the Paſſover fay they; and: that was 
Sitting. Suppoſe this, what follows 2 Why therefore 
we are bound to Sit to after his Example. . No, by'ao 
means fay I, unleſs it be the Cuſtam of our Conntry 
0 Sit at our meals,. and Sitting, be onr. Common”Ta- 
ble Geſture : Which is the ſtrength of this Argument 
drawn from the Nature of the thing, if we-may believe 
-what they ſay themſelves. . | | 
2. Againit the Nature of the Sacrament require a Ta» 
ble Gefture, and we are obliged to uſe that in particular 
which ſtandeth with theCuſtom of our Country,and the 
'Geſtures may be different according as their Cuſtoms 


differ, then God hath no where Commanded the - 
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EM pars fo outer ata he | 
'X we' e 
ke Sings in che Worlhiprof! for which we have 
no Command or wag >oBay, Lana rang er if 
een toon ry ew leagerSegt. _ 
principle, .w/z.. 'we rhing 
in-the Worlbip of God; but w we have ſome Com- 
wand-or Example for in Seripture, is. « #+510or yo 
Bo Datta en 

the Qordmonics enjoyned: by7.our Ci wr 


P wherein the Myſtery of 'Pwr itarifume. doth Preface to his 
| 5c Bulkop Sandro Ns. -/Thersfore it bes 59m _ 
hoves our Brethren not to be-fond Table 
as they: love-the Lite" of their ſe. / 44#mifure no 
| ary Argument can be afforded( of / a routed 'bat- 
Cau 


ſc in the matter: of Sitting; at; the Sacrament, 

than to' ENSIGN at running up and down 
in terns >, flying-for' Refuge ſometime' to the 
Chriſt, then to his Example, when driver 

out there, then to the Nature of the thing'and Civt! 
Cuſtoms; -and-aboutragain to the Example. . - Fog thus: 
the Authors of the forementioned tracts do. Thus much 


being ifed, I -proceed to Conſider the 
propoted, for the Reſolution whereof 1 ſhall, 

7G Enquire iivorthe Nature of the. Holy Grcrament 
that ſo-we may _ qa 9 what Geſture is-agree- 
able or rep 

2. Shew the: ii of the Lord's: Supper doth 
not alolnety require and neceſſarily oblige us to ob- 
ſerve:a' Common [Table Geſture, in order to Our WOr- 
thy Receivi 


3- Thar ocking Is very Comely and agrecable " 
tne 
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the/ Nature of the Lord's Supper, thongh"no'' Table . 
Geſture.” 25269 bar 220 2110Sg Of ane 11s TH 
© 4. That the-Primitive"Church'and Ancient 'Fathers 

no ſuch notion of:theneceflity* of a Table Geſture 
as is maintained gnd urged by Diffenters. 1 

1. As to; the Nature of.'the Sacrament T' ſhall en- 
deavour to diſcover: it ander"theſe: following: heads.” 
- ' Firſt; 'the:Sacrament 'in the Holy Scripture is called 
the Lord's Table, and” the Lord's Supper; and'a'Feaſt 
and Banquet: by-the Ancient Greet Fathers, becauſe: of 
_ vetoed! ertainment-which:our Lord hath 

e for alt-worthy Reoeivers.--it-is-ſtyled 2 Supp 
and 4 Feaſt; either -becadſe it was Inſttuted-by Chi 
at Sypper time, -at night; or becauſe it repreſents a/Sup- 
per-and a Feaſt : And fo it is not of the ſame Nature 
with a Civil and inary: Supperand Feaſt, though'it 
bear 'the ſame;name;:.' There is-ſome-reſemblance 'be- 
tween this: Holy Feaſt and Civil Feaſts, -and the ſhew- 
ing wherein'it lyes, will in' part explain its Nature. 
There are three, things Eſſential and Necellary -to: a 
Feaſt, and included in the notion.of- it : -Plenty; ' good 
Company, and Mirth: - And upon the account of rheſe 
ther Sacrament. is [( conſidered -wiits '1own+ Nature) 
properly a Banquet, a Feaſt, but'then it is a Heavenly 
and Spiritual one, conſiſting of Spiritual Graces and 
benefits, Communion with Chriſt and with all true be- 
lievers, fignifyed:by and tendered-under-the'outward 

Elements of Bread: and: Wine, - and'even;/intheſe:three 
particulars which are Eſſential to it,confidered as a Feaſt, 
and are neceſſary ingredients into'all Feaſts whatſoever, 
it very much differs from Civil - and Ordinary. Feafts. 
For-though there be Plexty,:yet it doth not eonfift of 
Variety of: Diſhes to gratify our Palats 'or fatisfy our 
Hunger, as other Feaſts do,.and particularly the Paſ- 
fover did, where the Body was filled and. Feafted ”» 
we 


oe is not. of an Eatbly and 
periſhing, but. of 'an Heavenly and Immortal Nature, 
even the Body and Blood of Chriſt, which we Spiritu- 
ally Feaſt upon. 2 : on! {<del arti?) 
 . Alas if we. only fix. our Eyes and thoughts upon 
what is- placed on the Table and thoſe ſmall portions 
of Bread .and Wine allotted us to Eat and Drink, with- 
out lifting up our. Hearts. ( as ” our Church exhorts, us *So St.Cypr. 
to:do by the: Miniſter in her. Communion: Office ) to ** Cirylott. 


thoſe Heayenly- and. Inviſible good. things ed Expand fie 


| 
under,-and ſignifyed by the outward Elements of Bread Exbort.of the . 
and Wine, what is there in all that we ſee that deſerves inter nt 
the name of a Feaſt, or can by. the help of any figure nion. Cyp. de 
(bay an Irony) be called by that name. Did ever any 93 Dem. | 
an eſteem that a' Feaſt, where there was-not Meat rncxnijs, 


enough to fill- his mouth, nor Drink 'enough to Aug. de ver. 


uench his thirſt. It is upon the account therefore of **"# © 3+ 
thoſe Inviſible and Spiritual good things, wherewith 
the. Souls, not the Bodies of worthy Communicants, 
are Strengthened and Refreſhed: ( of which the Bread- 
and Wine are but the Types and Shadows) that the 
Sacramentis and may truly be called a Peaſt or Banquet. 
And for this reaſon F the Greet Fathers called it a $p- t St. Chryſ.in 
ritual - Feaſt, and the Table a Myſtical Table; and the | 6a ” 
Cup, the Cup of Myſteries, and the Sacrament, take it orat. 40. © 
altogether, was by them Styled the Myſtical Supper, the — 
Myſtery, and Myfteries, as Preſenting one thing to the Poerarly —_ 
Eye and another to the Mind. . ethers. 
- 2. As Plenty is one neceſlary ingredient into the Na- 
ture of a Feaſt, fo alſo is Choice and Sele& Company. 
Feaſts are made in expectation of Friends and Acquain- 
tance. A Man may Dine alone, but in Proper and Or- 
dinary Speech no Man: is faid to Feaſt alone. Now 
though the Sacrament doth reſemble our Common 

| LS Fealls 
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Feaſts itt this Particular ('and therefore Hath *obtgined: | 
the name of Communion, and:;the Gueſts Communi-- 
cants, Which Phraſes do naturally import Number or 
Society )* yet if we confider what the perſons are that- 
conſtitute. this Society and with whom Communion'is 
held, the Nature of this Spiritual Feaſt wilf further 
appear. -.. | x 3s Hon 4 ay 

And truly our Communion is with God the Father,” 
- Son and Holy Ghoſt, the three Divine Perſons of the 
Holy Frinity, though principally our Lord Jefas tlie 
Maſter of this Teaſt, in arid through whom weall have- 
acceſs by '6tie Spirit to: er; as St.. Paul ſpeaks. 


This high and ineſtimable privitedge and Honour of 
' being admitted into the Preſence of God } and hold- 
ing a friendly Correſpondence and Converſe with him: 
at his Table, is founded ori the Blood of Chriſt which 
we thankfully Commemorate at this Solemnity, by 


which we who were afar off are made nigh, as the ſame 
Divine Writer hath it. Moreover by Eating and Drink- 
ing at the Lord's Table , we are United to, and hold 
Communion with all Faithful Chriſtians and worthy 
Communicants, the Members of Ins Myſtical Body the 
Church, whom he hath redeemed and cleanſed by his 
moſt precious Blood :, And that which qualifyes a Man 
for ſuch Communion , doth not Contiſt in External 
Garbs or Ornaments of the Body , but in Holy and 
Virtuous Diſpoſitions of Soul, in a. Penitent, Humble 
Charitable, Thankful and Obedient Heart. 
3- Another thing neceſſary to a Feaſt is Mirth and: 
Joy, ( which implyes alſo good diſcourſe) and in this 
too the Sacrament reſembles our Common Feaſts. But 
then the Joy is of a Spiritual Nature and flows from 
different Cauſes. 
Not from what we Taſt and See, not from our Ap-. 
. petites and Phanſies pleaſed and tickled with the _ 
_” neſs 


ne god Varjewr of. Dies which Tales 
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28 eonrnatþ Jo Boundleſs, and, Uhaccoun- 
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Belongs even 0 lay "dow bo e and 
ET he vinarlon tor our Sins, ;. ft ; ' the. - 
Lao $arm on” of our ow Lord a I Ma. 
ſter, in undertaking this, 
| Ges blo Fle ef 

um himſel .to n Or t 
our Sakes ; from As ry he h ned Nr over 
| Death and Hell, RT Rt of Darkneſs ; from 
| ' miraculous R tion he hath vroogin, and the 
| t and Title to ea Life, which he hath purcha- 


by for us. Sinful, Duſt. and Alhes , by his own moſt 
Preciqus Blood.  * of the ſecret. Lan Lage and _Diſ- 
courſe of every Devout Chriſtian at t 


ly Feaſt, 
and with theſe kind of.Meditations he refreſhes an] de- | 
lights himſelf. So that from the whole we nay con- 
clude that the Lord's Supper is in its own Nature tru- 
ly and properly a Feaſt, though vaſtly different from 
Common and Ordinary Feaſts throughout ; even in 
thoſe things wherein it ſeems to be like them : As to 
the Crean Names and Phraſes by which the Nature 
of it is deſcribed they, are figurative,and borrowed from 
Civil Entertainments ; but although it hath received 
the ſame names and is repreſented by Phraſes that pro- 
perly ſute to Ordinary Feaſts, yet the Lord's Supper 
differs in its Nature from Civil Banquets as much as 
Heaven and Earth , Body and Spirit differ in theirs. 
As to the Bread and Wine which we ſee and taſt , they 
are only Signs and Types of the true. Spirit ual Feaſt 
and ſerve to raiſe our mindsto, and whet the Appetites 
of our Souls after Celeſtial and* Heavenly Enjoyments. 
G 2 Thus 


Cor, 11.26, 
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Thus mich inay ſuffice to inform us what the Nature 


of the - Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is, conſidered 

barely as 4. Feaſt. Bk 
2. For a fiirther Diſcovery of its Nature we. are to 

be” minded. that it is a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice” for Sin., 


in "y are particularly to Commemorate. the 


LU Chriſt by way of expiation for the Sins of the 
orld. : 
3. It was Inſtituted in- Honour of our Lord our great 
Benefa&tor and Redeemer, where we meet to 

pe pnntr' .me 01 hk goon leafy on 
an E and | S min 1, And, 
partaking of the Lord's Supper is a proper At of Chriſti 
an Worſhip performed to our Saviour. It's the Wor- 
ſhip of God' manifeſted in our Fleſh, and of our Cru- 
cified Lord who ſubmitted himſelf to a Vile and Tor- 
menting Death for the Sake of us Vile and Miſerable | 
Sinners. 

4. The Lord's Supper is a Myſterious Rite of Religj- 
ous Worſhip, which as it reſpe&ts God the Father, -hath 
the Vertue.and Efficacy of a Thankſgiving and a Prayer, 
as the- Sacrifices under the Law had. For our deſires 
and affetions may be ſignifyed by ACtions as well as 
Words, and by Ceremonies as well as Speech : And 
with reſpe& to this Notion and End'of the Lord's Sup- 


Ignat: Ep. ad per, it was Anciently Stiled the Liturgy and the. Eucha- 


Epheſ. Juſtin 
Mar. in Dial. 
cum-Tryph,; 


Luk. 22. 19; 
$Cor. 11. 24, 
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riſt ; which laſt name as-it was given to it in the moſt 
early. Ages of the Church, fo it ſtill retains the ſame 
among all the Chriſtian Churches to this day. 

5. The Lord's Supper was Inſtituted to be a Fade- 
ral or Covenanting Ritesbetween God and all worthy 
Cotntnunicants : Where, by permitting us to Eat- and 
Drink at- his Table he ſignifies that we are in a State 
of Peace.and Friendſhip,and in a Covenant relation with 
him;, and we by coming to his Table and Eating and 

Drinking 
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eſence; do own hitn-to be our God 


vour. : 
6. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was Inſtitu-- 
ted for this farther end, viz. to be a means to Conve 
and Apply to us the Merits of that /Sacrifice whi 
Chriſt offered for Sinners orrthe Croſs ; and as a Pledge 
to aſſure us thereof. Fe, 
7.:It was Inſtituted to be a Sacred 'Bond of Uni 
and Concord among all Chriſtians, to engage and dil- 
poſe us to Love one another, as our'-Lord Loved us; 
who thought, not his Life too-dear, nor his Blood too 
much to part with for our Sakes; 
This is a ſhort, and ſo-far as it ſerves my preſent de- 
ſign a fulf account of the Nature of the Lord's Supper. If 
the. Reader deſire to ſee theſe things (which I have but 
touched upon) more largely proved and explained, let 
* him for his ſatisfation conſult thoſe two excellent Dif- 
courſes (among many others ) that paſs under thefe 
names, viz. 1. The Chriſtian Sacrifice,2.Diſcourſe of Res 5,4 £4, 1,1 


ligious Aſſemblies. r.Dr. Patrick * 
2.Dr. Sher- + 
lock. 


Howlſoever, by what hath been: ſaid it appears, 
that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is of a com- 
plicated Nature, and Inſtituted for various ends; that it 
1s vaſtly different both in its nature and ends from Civil 
and Ordinary Feaſts : And therefore I conclude that we 
are not at this Religious Feaſt to guide our Selves by 
the Rules of Common Table Fellowſhip, but by more 


Religious and Spiritual Conſiderations. Which leads 
| me 
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"me. to the ſecond thing propoſed for the Reſalution 
of the preſent-Calſe. "a 1; 3611008; *© $ & 
»2. "That the Nature of the/Lord's. Supper Paxh nor 
abſolutely require and neceſlarily oblige us to obſerve 
a Table Geſture, in order to a right,and. worthy Re- 
.cciving of it. The reaſons, that I ſh = "oof bp 
- Proof of this-are theſe: - |... 0 9c7ohagrke: 
x. If the Nature of the Sacrament confidered as a 
Feaſt neceſſarily requires a Table Geſture., then. the 
Nature of the Sacrament conſidered as a Feaſt equally 
concludes for all other.formalities which are either Eſ- 
ſential-to-all Civil Feaſts. whatſcever, .or to all Feaſts as 
they obtain among us. For if Sitting .be neceſſary, 
purely becauſe the Nature of a Feaſt requires it, then 
all other Circumſtances which .the Nature of a Feaſt 
requires,will be equally neceſſary too. But our Diſſent- 
ing Brethren will by no means allow of this,nor think 
themſelves obliged toobſerve all other formalities,though 
equally ſutable and agreeable to the Nature of a Fealt, 
as Sitting is : Though for what good reaſon I am per- 
tetly in the Dark. For 1. as they omit many things at 
'the Sacrament that are as agreeable to the Nature of 
a Feaſt as the Table Geſture is, So they obſerve ſeve- 
ral Modes and Circumſtances whuch are not agreeable 
to the Nature of a Feaſt, as the Cuſtom of our Coun- 
try ſtandeth. For inſtance at our Common and Or- 
dinary Feaſts it's very ſutable and agreeable to Laugh, 
to Talk and Diſcourſe together, to; Congratulate one 
anothers welfare, to enquire of the State of abſent 
Friends and Acquaintance, to Sit with the Head Cover- 
ed, to Eat plentifully and Drink Frequently, to Carve 
and Drink to one another. It is further neceſſary and 
convenient that at ſuch Feaſts the Gueſts ſhould be 
well attended with Servants and Waiters who are not 
allowed to Sit down at the Table with thoſe who w_ 
5 ha Invited. 
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hore its cable that the Gueſts, ſhould if they pleaſe 
help themſelves , and” their Friends where they like. 
And yet thefe (and many other things of this Nature) 
th very ſutable to, and commonly prattiſed- at: 
our Ordinary Feaſts, are not allowed of, nor practiſed: 
by, nor Urged as neceſfary to be obferved at the Sacra- - 
ment by our Diſſenting- Brethren, But why they 
ſhould plead: for and urge the neceſſity 'of a Common 
Table Geſture as being agreeable to -the Nature, of a 
\ Feaſtor a Banquet,and at the ſame time think there lyes. 
- | no neceſſity. at all upon them to obſerve other forma- 
lities. equally. agreeable to the Nature of Civil Feaſts, 
| and warranted by cuſtom. as much as Sitting,js the great. . 
knot of the Que 100, and that which puzzles me.,l con- 
feſs, to unty. 

2. They obſerve ſeveral Modes. and Circumſtances 
at the Sacrament which are not agreeable to the Na- 
ture of a Feaſt or Supper, nor to the cuſtomary way of 
Feaſting atmong us.. For example. 'The Sacrament (ſay 
they) 1s a Fealt, a Supper, and requires a Feaſt, a Sup- 
per Geſture ; and then too { fay I ) it requires a Sup- - 
per time. It is called in Scripture the Lord's Supper, 
and it was Ipſtituted the ſame night in which. he 
was betrayed, and it's clear that our Lord Adminiſtred 
it at Even, and that late at the cloſe of the Paſchal 
Feaſt. Now the Nature of a Supper according to 
Common uſe and. acceptation - requires. the Evening 
or Night, as the proper and peculiar. ſeaſon tor it, and 
yet our Diſſenting Brethren make no ſcruple of Com-- 
municating at Noon. | 

It's not agreeable to the Nature of a Feaſt, that one 
of the Gueſts, and the Principal one too, ſhould fill out 
the Wine, and break the Bread, and diſtribute it to 
' the reſt of the Society ; but this the Diſſenters general- 
ly allow. of and prattice at the Holy Communion. It's 
not 
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-not agreeable to the Nature of a Feaſt to Sit from the 
Table, diſperſed up and down the Room. In all pub- 
lick Feaſts there are ſeveral Tables provided, when one 
is not big enougtrto Receive the Gueſts,and yet the Diſ- 
ſenters generally Receive in their Pews,ſcattered up and 

down the Church, and.think one Table is ſuffici 
though not capable of Receiving the twentieth part of the 
| Communicants_ in ſome large Pariſhes and numerous 
Aſſemblies : And where they are few in number that | 
they may come up to and Sit at the Table they gene- 
think 


rally are againſt it(eſpecialy the Presbyterians)and 
they are ve cbliges to lev that, formality, though 
conſtantly praftiſed at Common and " Entertain- 


ments.[t's by no means agreeable to the Nature of a Feaſt 
to be Sorrowful. To Mourn and Grieve at a Feaſt is 
as Indecent and Unſutable as to Laugh at a Funeral. 
But ſure our Diſſenting Brethren will not ſay, that to 
come to the Sacrament with. Penitent and a broken 
Spirit, -to come with a hearty Sorrow for all our Sins, 
which cauſed much Pain and Torment -to our Dear- 
eſt and Greateſt Friend, our ever Bleſſed Redeemer : 
To refle& upon the” Agonies of his Soul 1n the 'Gar- 
den, the Bitterneſs of his deadly Cup, the Torture.he 
cndured on the Croſs,with a deep Sympatlry and Trouble 
for the occaſion, they. will not ſurely, I ſay, affirm 
that ſuch a diſpoſition of Heart and Mind, 1s impro- 
per and unſutable to the Nature of this Holy Feaſt 
which we Solemnize in Commemoration of his Death 
for our ſakes. T make no doubt but all Pious Diſſenters 
bring along with them to the Sacrament ſuch a tem- 
per, but this they ought not to do if their Rule hold 
good, viz. That at this Feaſt we ought to be guided 
by thz Rules of Common Table Fellowſhip. 

2. The Nature of the Lord's Supper doth not_neceſ(- 


farily require a Common Table Gelture becauſe it's m 
| 0 
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any Man 
Ws "camps raed Ta and;excited 
- bythe Ayes conſider and take up,to mind Hea- 
yeoly ag and to breath, after. God,an Chriſt, and E- 
_ alter-his mind and his manners, and lead 
quite ancther Life; from; what he did before, os bis Per- 
lon-is in. Scripture- Phraſe ſaid to. be Regenerate and 
Born again. But. if we would /go about to. Judge 
of the true Nature of Regeneration and the new Birth 
purely by the Correſpon it holds with -the Na- 
tural. Birth, and argue from the Natural to. the-Spiri- 
tual, we ſhould Entertain very mid bg and filly Concep- 
tions. of. Regeneration and y miſtake the Nature 
of it. How ridiculous wouldirl it be to preſcribe the ſame 
Rules to be obſerved-by a New Convert or a New Born 
Babe in a Spiritual Senſe,” in Order to his Spiritual no- 
riſhment and growth,-in, Grace, as are preſcribed and 
practiſed towards Infants and New . Born Babes in a 
Natural Senſe for the maintenance and preſervation of 
their Natural Lite, and Strength : As that they ſhould 
be Swathed and enter into a Milk Dyet. And yet this 
1s every Way as reaſonable as to preſcribe Sitting as ne- 
age 4 tothe worthy Receiving of the Sacrament,which 
1s a Spiritual Feaſt, becauſe 1t's agreeable to the Na- 
ture of Civil Feaſts : Or ( which amounts to the 
ſame thing ) becauſe it's called a Feaſt, therefore: it's 
of the ſame Nature with Ordinary and Common Feaſts, 
and Conſequently ſuch a Geſture and Behaviour as is 
neceſlary and requiſit to theſe is alſo requiſit and necel- 
fary to the Lord's Supper. 


Ll 


H 3. The 


Objeft. 


Anſwer. 


Exod. 12. 14. the Paſſover was called a" Feaſt 'by himſelf who 


Ver. tt, 
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3. The Nature of the Lord's Supper confideted 4s 2 
Feaſt, doth not neceſſarily require and/oblige us to uſe 
a Common Table Geſtiire, "in"order to right and wor- 
thy Receiving, becauſe in the Judgment and Pradtice of 
numetous Diffenters it may be worthily Received Starith- 
ing. Thus the Presbyrerians (and all their Writers 
who have is, 5.0. auf; ing) do not eandertin 
Standing as Sinful atid- Unlawful 3 © nor eſteem (fach 
as uſe it unworthy Receivers on that account, and yet 
Standing is no Common Table ' Geſture. 

If any ſhauld yet urge the necedity of Sitting as the 
only agreeable Geſture to the'Nature'of the Sacrainent 


conſidered as k Feaſt, and that to uſe any other Geſture 


would Prophane the Ordinance, | 
I offer this to be confidered as a good Anſwer -that 


Inſtituted: it, and yet he Commatided the-Children of 
Iſrael to Celebrate it in Pyyp? after this manner, wzrh 
their Loyns Girt, their 'Shoes on their Feet, and their 
Staff in their Hands : All Signs of haſte indeed, but 
no Feaſt or Table Geſtures either among the Fews or 
the Egyptians. To fay that God enjoyned Geſtures un- 
ſutable to the Nature of that Ordinance, is to call in 
Queſtion the Wiſdom,and the Knowledge,and the Truth 
of God, as not Afting upon a right underſtanding of, 
and in Conformity to the true Nature:of things, it's all 
one as to ſuppoſe that God after he had Created a reaſon- 
able Creature would enjoyn him to do fomething that 
was diſagreeable to his Nature and Reaſon.” On the 
other hand to fay that the Feaſt ofthe Paſſover did in its 
Nature admit of ſeveral Geſtures, is to yield all that 
I deſire, for then the Sacrament conſidered as a Feaſt 
will admit of ſeveral too,and Conſequently doth not ob- 
lige us to. obſerve only a Feaſt Geſture for the due Cele- 
bration of 1t. | 

3. Kneel- 
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''T, Kneeling - is gltbwad on all Hands to. be a my 
Git: and. ſutable Geſture;: for'P yet and Praiſe, and 
apt to expreſs our Reverence, Humility; and Grati 
by ; and Conſequently-v fit to $0-0kd ar the Ho- 
ly Sacrament and agreeable to its Natare. | This will 
appear ifwe reflet upon what hath been delivered con- 
cerning the Nature and Ends'of the Lords Shpperi For 
at the Sacrametit we expreſs'that by: Attions' {as'T hin- 
ted before) which at other times wedo by Words,and 
the Lord's Supper is a-Solemn Rite of n' Wor- 
ſhip , which implyes Prayer and Praiſe. It includes 
all the Parts of Prayer." -By- partaking 'of' the Signs of 
his: Body broken; 46d -Blood {hed ' for- our 'Sins, we to 
Commemorate, Repreſent and Shew forth to Godsthe 
Father the Sacrifice which his Dear | Ep Son made 
upon the-Croſs ; we Feaſt upon the memorials of the 
great Sig-Offering : And'in ſo doing we make an open 
Confeſſion and Acknowledgment of our Guilt and Un- 
worthineſs, to God, and we plead with him in the 
Vertue of his Sons Blood which was ſhed for us, for 
the Pardon and Remitſſion of all our Sins. We further 
Humbly entreat himyto be Propitious and Favorable 
to us, and to beſtow Upon us all thoſe-benefits which 
our Lord purchaſed with his moſt Precious Blood. 

We Interceed with him too at the Communion for the 
-whole Church, that all our fellow Chriſtians and true 
[Members of his Body' may Receive Remiſſion of their 
-Stns'and all other beriefits of his Paſſion.'”* And as Eat- 
ng and Drinking at his Table, is a Viſible and Pow > 
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- ful Prayer in the fight.of God; (@-it is a. Viſible At 
of Praiſe and;Thankſgiving.whereby. we let our Hea- 
venly; Father 'ſce that-we- retain. a. deep. and lively ſenſe 
of his-Unexpreſlible ROS; ON only begotten 
Son into the World to Dye for. us that we. might.Live 
through him. And that which enlivens our Faith and 
emboldens our hopes, . of | finding Favour, and , Ac- 
ceptance. at: his 'Hands at thistime above others,is-this, 
viz, | Our: Prayers and Praiſes are.not only put up in 
the name of Chriſt, but preſented and as it were. Writ 
in his Blood, and _— to God over Fout pol f 6.1% 
tiatory Sacrifice. -. All this.our Aftions fignify, and. 
when we. Kat-the Conſecrated: Bread , TN Prints the 
Cup of Blefling at the Lord's Table. 1f therefore theſe 
things be True (and I think no body who underſtands 
what he doth when he partakes of. the Lord's Supper 
will gainfay it) then Kneeling: muſt be judged as, fit- | 
ting and. conyenent to.be uſed at-ſuch a time,when we 
ſNgnify our- deſires and- affections by-external Rites and 
Cexemonies of Gods appointment, as when we do it by 
Words, that is, when- we fay our Prayers. 

2, Our Diſſenting Brethren ( and all good. Chriſti- 
ans.) will Grant that our Bleſſed Saviour ought to be 
Worſhipt and Adored by all worthy Communicants, 
inwardly in their Hearts and Souls, when they Receive- 
the Tokens and Pledges of his tender and exceeding great 
Love in laying down his Life for the Sins of the whole 
World. And if fo, then- whatſoever is very apt and 
meet to expreſs the inward effeem and .veneration.of 
our minds by, can't be thought Unſutable and Repug- 
nant to the Nature of the Lord's Supper. Becauſe that 
is. a Religious Feaſt Inſtituted in- Honour of our Lord, 
and. is a Solemn- Att of Chriſtian. Worſhip performed 
to. our Crucified. Saviour. Our; meeting together at 
this. Holy Feaſt in: Obedience to his Commands to Com- 

memorate. 


es yi 
| memorete his Death' and tell-raf+ all ' his wondrous 
Works,- to perpetuate-the fame of 'onr-great BenefaRor 
bob muchas/in us yes). ——— all Ages, is an Ex- 
ternal, mark. of the Honour and we bear to» 
wards him in our minds,” andis, properly ſpeaking, that- 
which we call ick: Worſhip. Since to Bow- our 
Knees then, is allowed: to be a proper mode of publick 
Worſhip, and: an External Sign of Reverence, why 
ſhould. an adoring. poſture be thought Unmeet and Un- 
ſutable to the Sacrament which in its Nature Imports 
Worſhip and Adoration. 

3- No good Chriſtian of what Party or Perſwaſion' 
ſoever will deny but that to lift our Hands and Eyes 
to Heaven, to Employ our Tongues in Uttering the 
Praiſes of our Blefſed R er, even in the Att of Re- 
ceiving is- very agreeable to the Nature of the Sacra-- 
ment ; why then ſhould WM thought Unſutable, 
which is no- more: but only Glorifying God and our 
Bleſſed Saviour with another part of our body. > Why 
ſhould the Gefture be ſcrupled'at more than the Voice, 
or the Bowing of my Knees be eſteemed incongru- 
ous and unfitting, any more than moving my Tongue 
or raiſing my Hands and Eyes to Heaven ? Eſpecially 
if we conſider that the high degree of Honour and 
Glory to which our Lord is advanced in the Heavens 
by God the Father, as the reward of his Humble and 
Submiſlive Obedience here on Earth, challenges from 
us all manner of Reſpe&t and Reverence both of Soul 
and Body : Fe Humbled himſelf, and became Obedient 
unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs.. Wherefore 
God hath highly exalted him , | and given him a- name 
which is above every name , . that at the name of Jeſus Phil. 2. 8, 9» 
every Knee ſhould Bow, &c. and that every Tongue ſpould "> ** 
Confeſs that Jeſus. Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the 


Father. 
4. The 
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-4. "The Holy Sacrament was: Inſtituted-1n Remem-" 
Þrance ;of our Bleſſed Saviours Death and*Sufferings : 
And- therefore I requeſt all-our Difſenting Brethren t6 
Conſult one place of Scripture concerning our Savipurs 
Bodily Geſture or Deportment in the Heat' and Ex- 
tremity of -his Paſſion, wherein 'he preſented himſelf 
before his Father in his Agony and Bloody 'Sweat in the 
Garden. - Being in an Agony he offered up this Prayer, 
Luk. 22.42, to his Father : If thou. be willing remove this Cup | 
44 me - Nevertheleſs, mot my Will,” but thine be done. © But 
after what manner or in what Geſture of Body did his 
perplexed Soul utter theſe carneſt Supplications? 1/ 
ds mt v2- Kneeling or fixing his Knees upon the Earth. Now though 
7, Ver. 41. we may remember and Meditate on our” Saviours Suf- 
ferings in the Garden, when his Soul was fo exceeding 
Sorrowful, when he was reduced- to ſuch-a Weak and 
low Eſtate as to ſtand in need of Comfort and Support 
Yer. 42. from an Anpel, though I ſay,this may be done Sitting, 
yet ſure no Sober and Conſidering Mind, will ſay thar 
to Celebrate the Memory of theſe Sufferings with ben- 
ded Knees (as his were) on the Earth, is an Improper 
and Unſutable behaviour to be uſed at the Sacrament, 
where our proper work is to Commemorate the Death _ 
and Suffterings of our Saviour, and particularly theſe 
among the reſt. 
5. The Sacrament was Inſtituted to be a means of 
Receiving the benefits of his Death and Paſſion and a 
' Pledge to aſſure us thereof. If we do but Confider what 
invaluable Bleſſings we expett to receive by our wor- 
thy partaking of the Conſecrated Bread and Wine at 
the Table of our Lord, ( ſuch as the forgiveneſs of all 
our Sins, the plentiful Communications of ' his Grace 
and Spirit, and a Right and Title to Eternal Life) we 
can't think Kneeling an Unmeet and. Unbecoming 
Geſture in the ACt of Receiving the Outward Signs and 
Pledges 
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Pled&es of this Inward and InviſibleGrace. If a Grace: 
. ful Hearty ſenſe of Gods infinite mercy through the 
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Merits and Sufferings of his Son, and- of the many- 
_ Sldichibenefits which our Lord hath: purchaſed wirlz 
his moſt Precious Blood ; if a'mind deeply Humbled un- 
ter the ſenſe of our own Guilt and Unworthineſs to. 
. Receive any merey at all from the Hands of our Crea- 
tor and Soveraign Lord, whom we have by number- 
leſs and Heinous Crimes fo highly provok't and incen- 
fed againſt us ; If ſuch an inward temper and diſpoſi- 
tion of Soul becomes us at this Holy Feaſt, ( which [- 
think no Man will deny) then ſurely the moſt Humble 
and reverential Geſture of -our- Body, will become us 
too. "Why ſhould not a Submiſſive Lowly deportment 
of Body ſute with this Solemnity as well as'a Humble 
Lowly Mind ? And this is that which our Church De- 
clares to be the end and deſign of her Ihuntion, in S** theDeclar 
requiring all her Communicants-to Kneel, 03z. for 4 pore yr pew, 
Stgmfication of an Humble ant Grateful acknowledgment Communion 
- of the Benefits of Chrift therein given to all worthy Re- "<< in the 
CEIVers. mon Prayer. 
6. They who urge Sitting as neceſſary and the only 
agreeable Geſture to the Nature of the Lords Supper, be- 
cauſe it's the Common Table Geſture,muft make the Sa- 
crament. either theyſame with an Ordinary and Com- 
mon Feaſt, or onlFlikeit in ſome reſpetts and unlike 
it in others ; as every like is not the ſame. To make 
it the ſame is dire&tly to unhallow and prophane the 
Ordinance ; it # to Eat and Drink unworthily, not dif * 1-59 
cerning the Lord's Body, as St. Paul. charges the Cc- 
rinthians. For it's clear from that Diſcourſe of the 
Apoſtle, that their not diſtinguiſhing betweenthe Lord's 
Supper ' and a Common Meal or Supper, was their 
great fault which he ſharply reproves them for, as that 
which render'd- them. unworthy Communicants. mop 
| WI 
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With 33,34- 


Vid. 20, 21, will appear 'to any that will take the pains to- examine 
22. and com- the matter. : , : . 1 


be: ow bs 5 Lf « * ; vt - . s q > 
: > ? 197g F » ”T, * ” N 
” ' * Þ . 
h Lo 


. 


If the Lord's Supper be not the fame with an. Or- 
dinary Feaſt how comes it to paſs, that the ſame Geſtuj 
muſt be. neceſlarily- uſed at both ? If they differ. 
their whole Nature,then that which is agreeable tothe 
Nature of the one muſt be Repugnant to the Nature of 
the other. If they agree in ſome reſpetts only and dif- 
fer in others,but.not in their whole Nature, then Kneel- 


' ing may be as proper and ſutable in ſome reſpedts;as 


Sitting is in others. For-though-the Civil Cuſtom of 
a Table Geſture be allowed to-{trike ſome ftroke.in a 
Spiritual Ordinance, where there is Eating ahd Drink- 
ing, yet other reſpe&ts in the Lord's Supper have a 
ſtroke to, and that the greateſt, if we duly weigh and 


conſider the ends of its Inſtitution which I: have. al- 
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ready .deſoribed. - And if upon fuch. Examination, it 
appear., that Kneeling, or an adoring Geſture holds 
fitting Correſpondence with the principal reſpe&ts and 
ends of the Lord's Supper, then the Banquetting Ge- 
ſture, though Lawfub and Sutable in ſome leſs re- 
ſpets, muſt and oughtin reaſon to give place, at leaſt, 
it ought not to be Inſiſted on as the only agreeable 
and neceſſary Geſture without which we cannot wor- 
tfily Communicate. . 

Whatſoever Geſture anſwers the princhpal reſpeQs 
and ends of this Holy Feaſt, beſt Sutes to its Nature, 
and conſequently ought in reaſon to be beſt eſteemed 


of and ſway more with us than any other, if we will 


wholly guide our ſelves by the Nature of the thing. 
And that Kneeling or an adoring poſture doth beſt an- 
{wer the Nature and Ends of the Sacrament I think is 
clear and undenyable, 1f the. account. I have given 
of the Sacrament be good. I am ſure howſoever, that 
there is no. reaſon why Sitting ſhould juſtle out Kneel- 
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in Sinful and Unſutable to. Nature. of this Ho- Annot.in Luk, L. 
ly Ordinan 2, - Let Mr. Cartivrzght a Learned Advocate 22. 14- 
for. Nonconformiſts, be heard-in this-matter, and deter- 

mia it. - 4 Man mult not ( ſaith he.) refuſe to Receive 

the Sacrament. Kneeling whey he cannot have it, other- 

Ges, -.. 0 x bk | woah 

4. The Primitive, Church and Ancient, Fathers had 

no ſuch notion of the neceſſity .of a Table Geſture as is 
maintained, and. urged by. Diſſenters at preſent, which 

will appear from thoſe Names-and Titles they: gave to 

this Holy Feaſt. . And. Furſf, T obſerve from the Learn- 

ed. Mr. Mede;that for. the ſpace of 200 yearsafter Chriſt 

there is not the leaſt mention made of the name 7able 

in any of their Writings. .. They call the place on which Can. apot:. 2 
the Co 
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nſecrated ents ſtood the 4zar,and the Eu- St 1gvat.in 
3 Epiſtles ad 


| , An ( lation and 4 Sacrifice, becauſe at, this Philad. Tra!- 
Solemnity they did Commemorate, and Repreſent that len. Eph. 
Sacrifice which Chriſt once offered on the Croſs for the om _ 


renZuis. 


Sins of the World. Now the Euchariſt conceived un- 
der the Notion'of. a Sacrifice and the place on which 
it, was offered, of an Altar, doth not-neceflarily require 
2 Table Geſture, there is not that ſtrict Connexion and 
Relation between. an Altar or a Sacrifice, and a Com- 
mon Table Geſture as is conceived to be between a 
Feaſt or Table, and. a Feaſt or Table Geſture. 
2, The PrimitiveChriſtians andAncient Fathers of the 
Church did not. entertain any ſuch conceits about the 
neceſſity of a Common Table Geſture, as our Diſſen- 
ters do. As that Xnecling or an adoring Geſtire is againf# Diſpute. a- 
the Dignity of Gueſts., and Debarrg us the Priviledges _o-Ur Rncet- 
and Prerogatives of the Lord's Table,ſuch as Social admit- 5,5, 261.28. 
tance and Social Entertainment, that it 1s againſt the pur- 31, 37. ' 
Poſe of Chriſs whoſe intention was to Dignify us by Setting 
uw at his Tablezand-much more of this Nature,and to this 
efte&t. Now the Primitive Church little dreamt kn 
3 this, 


4 


(58) 
this Dignity and Priviledge of Communicants, of this 
purpoſe” of Chriſt and of this kind of Fellowſhip .and 

Familiariry with tim. The Phraſes they uſe, and the 
Auguſt and. Venerable Titles they give the Holy Sa- 
Trament, even when they conſider it as'a "Feaſt and 
Supper, and ſpeak of the Table on which it was Cetke- 
brated, plainty demonſtrate. © They tall it as 'St. Pau! 
doth,the Lores Supper,the Kingly Royal, and moſt. Divine 
Supper, which Import Deference, Diſtance and Refpe&t 
on our Parts ; the Dreadful Sacrifice, the Venerable and 
©nbloody Sacrifice, the Wonderful and Terrible Myſte- 
ries ; the \Royal, Spiritual; *Moly,Formidable, Tremendous 
Table. The Bread and Wine after Confſtcration, are 
in their Language called the moft Myſterious, moſt Fiely 
Food and Nutriment the moſt Holy things, and the place 
where the Table ſtood, the mf? Zoty part of the Temple, 
in alluſion to that of the Fewiſb Temple,” to which the 
Jews paid the higheft Reverence. The Bread in par- 
ticular they Stiled the Bread of God ; the Cup., the 
Holy and Myfterious, the Royal and Dreadful Cup. 

The Primitive Biſhops and Holy. Fathers adviſe the 
Communicants to Reverence theſe Foly Myſteries , to 
come with Fear and Trembling, with Sorrow and Shame , 
with filence and downcaſt Eyes, to keep their Foy with- 
in, and to approach the Table with all the Signs and 
Expreſſions of Reverence and Humility imaginable. 
How can theſe Speeches;confiſt with that Social, Fami- 
liar carriage at the Sacratnent,which the Patrons of the 
Table Geſture contend for, as the Priviledge of Gueſts 
and the Prerogative of the Lord's Table. For a con- 
cluſfion of this whole matter,l deſire our Nonconform- 
ing Brethren ſeriouſly to_confider two or three Queſti- 
ons which T ſhall propound to them and endeavour to 
frame an Honeſt and Impartial Anſwer,asin the Preſence 
of God who ſearches our Hearts and tryeth our _ 

| They 
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They are: not of a'Captious Natute flarted to c 
the cauſe,- or for the fake of Contention (God knows 
my Heart 1 have no ſuch deſigns through this whole 
Diſcourſe) but they are plain'and eafie to be reſolved 
almoſt at firſt ſight. ' CET IM 


Qu. 1. Whether of Ho or three Geftures which are al! 
eeable to the Nature of the Sacrament any one is uot 
to be choſen and wed, by us, when we caw't uſe another 
without breaking the Peace ant Unity of that Church where- 
in we troe ? | AN ra 
Qu- II. \Whether it can confiſt with Piety or Prudence, 
to Expoſe your Sebves | and Families to Danger and the 
laſh of the Law, when nothing i Commanded but what is 
6 t with th: Law of God and agreeable to the Na- 
ture of the Sacrament, though not to your Phanfies and de- 
res. 
# Qu: MI. Whether we-are not, as Chriſtians, obliged by 
the Law of God and the example of our Saviaur 20 deny 
our Selves many things, that are otherwiſe Lawfal for us z,,, , 5.2 
. 40 do and uſe,” and are highly pleaſmg ani grateful to us, 3,3. © ; 
for the Gool-and Edijfication' of our Neighbour > If fo, How 
muth-more,when the pullick good and welfare of both Church 
and State depents upon ſuch Jeif-denyal. 
Qu, IV. Whether it be Piouſly done of you to chuſe 
never to Receive the Sacrament, and ſo deprive your Setves 
cf the Spiritual Benefit of that; Heavenly Feaſt, | rather 
then part with a Civil Circumſtance Juch as a+ Table Ge- 
ſture is. 


Ir is the Cuſtom of our Country to Sit at Feaſt 
but few Men are ſo mad as to refuſe to Eat Standing 
and go Hungry away, when they have no room to Sit 
down. Why ſhould we not beas Prudent at this'Spi- 
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ritual Feaſt, in the Concerns. of our Souls;: as- we-are 
in. thoſe of our.Bodies. | 1155 261 
Putt the caſe we were ſtrictly; prohibited by the Law 

of the Land , the uſe of a Table or a Table-cloth at 
this Holy Feaſt, and we could not /receive- with that 
Convenience as now we may, would you end your 
days. in a continual refuſal and mever receive the.Sgera- 
ment?I don't know how far Paſſion and Prejudice'and the 
heat of Diſputation may blind and. tranſport Men ; but 
if they will calmly conſider this matter, and hearken -, 
to Reaſon, they will find nothing to juſtify the total 
neglect of this. Ordinance by... 1am. very apt to think 
they will be of my mind, for I declare toallthe World, 
rather then not Receive at all the "Comfortable Sacra- 
ment of our Bleſſed Saviours Body and Blood, I will 
Receive. it on a Tomb-ſtonegon the ground, in a'Church 
or in a Field, if all other things that are Eſſential to it 
be rightly obſerved and performed. 'If-any of our Diſ- 
ſenting Brethren. ſhall upon. this Queſtion think as-]J 
do, viz. that there. is. no abſolute. neceſſity. of a. Table 
in this caſe, which the Cuſtom of our Country requires 
at Ordinary Feaſts ; He will alſo at the ſame time ſee 
there is no abſolute neceſſity of a Table Geſture, and 
that we may Receive worthily without either. the one 


or the other. 
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Poe* 14. Lithuania. p. 15.,after are-put in ſo. for. is read if, p. 18;r. the 
. marg- p. 22, mar. 1613. p, 695. p. 55+ r. grateful, 
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